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A five-hour long Berkeley County Board of Education 
Meeting on Dec. 8 rendered a narrow judgment around mid-
night that will temporarily transition Berkeley County School 
District (BCSD) students from classroom to online learning 
throughout the holiday break.

 On the heels of a 5-4 vote, from board members rep-
resenting Districts 1-9, BCSD ruled that students will go 
virtual from Dec. 22 to Jan. 11, 2021. Jan. 4-8, 2021, will be 
the only learning dates on BCSD’s schedule that will transfer 
from in-person to remote instruction. Dec. 22 through Jan. 3 
is the holiday break.

After an hour of heated conversations about whether to 
continue offering a blended platform with options for in-
person and at-home students, a resolution was reached that 
abruptly toned down debates between traditional and virtual 
pathways amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Board member David Barrow of District 5 spearheaded 
a motion followed by a majority vote that ultimately will 
extend BCSD’s holiday break and allow for a more gradual 
return to the classroom with respect to COVID-19 quarantine 
protocols and procedures. The dates were chosen to give a 

minimum of 10 days of quarantine time in precaution of stu-
dents and staff partaking in social gatherings over the break.

The motion was seconded by Dr. Crystal Wigfall of 
District 3. During her opening speech, Wigfall disclosed the 
recent passing of her father due to complications associated 
with COVID-19.

However, the board’s decision as a whole was not seen as 
a proactive measure by all members. Those in opposition dis-
sented that the statistics of COVID-19 cases by students and 
staff members do not warrant the intervention in an attempt 
to decrease and limit the rate of exposure. 

Since the school year began on Sept. 8, BCSD has 
reported 153 confirmed cases of COVID-19, according to 
SCDHEC’s Dec. 13 report. Of those, 101 are students and 52 
are staff members. 

Approximately 21,000 students are attending in-person 
classes district-wide, which calculates to less than 1% of 
students (.07%) who have tested positive, according to board 
member Mac McQuillin of District 2. Of the approximately 
44,000 employees, less than 2% have tested positive.  

 Over the last two weeks, 13 BCSD schools have reported 
zero cases. Cross Elementary School and J.K. Gourdin 
Elementary School have reported zero cases and Cainhoy 
Elementary reported one case since Sept. 8. 

Voting in favor were David Barrow, Dr. Crystal Wigfall, 
Kirstin Tanner, Frank Wright and Kelly Marone.

Voting against were Mac McQuillin, Sally Wofford, Mi-
chael Ramsey and Kathy Littleton.
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Ben Laaper
843.642.3546

ben@mattoneillteam.com

CALL BEN AT 843-642-3546 TO GET YOUR HOME SOLD!
43 MONTROSE ROAD

UNDER 

CONTRACT

BEN LAAPER WILL GET YOUR HOME SOLD!
See SCHOOL on PAGE 11

Home(schooling) for the holidays

FILE PHOTO
Following the Berkeley County School District’s regularly 
scheduled holiday break, schools such as Philip Simmons 
High School will revert to virtual learning Jan. 4-8, 2021, for 
added COVID-19 precautions. 

Berkeley County School District goes virtual for holiday break; Bishop England goes online rest of semester
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4589 PARK LAKE DRIVE - $625,000
 Listed by: Angela Drake

(Angela Black Drake | License #3186)

43 BROAD STREET UNIT D - $1,999,000 
Listed by: Angela Drake

(Angela Black Drake | License #3186)

7824 MONTVIEW ROAD - $233,900
 Listed by: Sandy Hall 

(Joseph S. Hall | License #51856)

2216 FOLLY ROAD - $752,500 
Listed by: Angela Drake 

(Angela Black Drake | License #3186)

11 WATER STREET - $2,695,000
 Listed by: Jane Harper Dollason
(Jane Harper Dollason | License #115723)

330 CONCORD STREET 14 H - $799,000
 Listed by: Angela Drake

(Angela Black Drake | License #3186)

101 River Landing Drive  |  843.971.7100  | info@direalestate.com   |  direalestate.com 
© Copyright Daniel Island Real Estate. David Jeff Leonard, Broker-in-Charge. Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Use of some recreational amenities subject to membership and/or other requirements. Availability and pricing subject to change.

Our knowledge of the Charleston real estate market 
extends to all of the region’s submarkets.

211 COOPER RIVER DRIVE - $895,000
 Listed by: Kevin Williams
(Kevin Williams | License #49048)

2771 MCFADDEN WAY - $500,699 
Sold by: Jane Harper Dollason
(Jane Harper Dollason | License #115723)

29 ASHTON STREET - $535,000 
Listed by: Angela Drake

(Angela Black Drake | License #3186)

ACTIVE ACTIVE ACTIVE

ACTIVE CONTINGENT ACTIVE CONTINGENT

RECENTLY CLOSED RECENTLY CLOSED RECENTLY CLOSED

RECENTLY CLOSED
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THE LOWCOUNTRY’S BOUTIQUE BUILDER
TWELVE TIME PRISM AWARD WINNER • Look for us on Houzz, Facebook, and Instagram      

OUTDOOR SPACESS P R I N G  I S  C A L L I N G  F O R  B E A U T I F U L

DANIEL ISLAND’S BOUTIQUE BUILDER

F A L L  I S  C A L L I N G  F O R  B E A U T I F U L

ZACH GIROUX
zach@thedanielislandnews.com

Possible construction of another cell tower 
on Daniel Island has generated mixed signals 
in the community. Particularly for residents 
in the Daniel Island Park neighborhood who 
live closest to the Daniel Island Club. 

Prior to the start of the City of Charleston’s 
Planning Commission meeting scheduled for 
Nov. 18, a late breaking deferral was an-
nounced. Daniel Island Club, in application 
with Thomas & Hutton Engineering Com-
pany, deferred its own rezoning request before 
it could be assessed for approval or denial.

First review of the rezoning request will 
take place at next month’s Planning Commis-
sion meeting scheduled for Jan. 20.

The request regards approximately one-
third (0.27) of an acre to be rezoned from a 
residential zone to a conservation zone. The 
land is owned by the club but is part of the 
Daniel Island Park neighborhood and sits 
right next to a housing development. 

The rezoning would permit the club 
to construct a cell tower, which are only 
allowed within the island’s conservation 
zones. In December 2019, an amendment 

was ratified to allow for cell towers within 
the island’s conservation zones except for on 
marsh lands.

A 110-foot cellular monopole exists in 
the location where it would be replaced by a 
maximum 160-foot pine tree monopole, ac-
cording to DI Club president and CEO Greg 
Keating. He stated that no trees would be 
cut down in the process. A separate entrance 
through Island Park Drive would not be nec-
essary because the city can grant a permanent 
access easement through the club’s mainte-
nance facility. 

 Keating said the rezoning request was 
prompted by a plethora of complaints about 
poor cell reception from club members. He 
then opted to defer and gather further public 
opinion after residents voiced concern about 
the potential cancer-causing effects from the 
radiation of the new 5G cell tower.

“The only negative to all of this is that (the 
city) put the zoning sign up before I had a 
chance to reach out to the neighbors,” Keat-
ing said. “I was upset with the city, I was 
upset with myself.” 

 Two days before the planning commission 
meeting, Keating sent an email to club mem-

bers surveying interest in a rezoning request 
for better cell service. The news of a poten-
tial cell tower near a residential area and 
park left homeowners frustrated, questioning 
the forthcomingness and transparency of the 
club’s last-minute notice. 

 A number of residents took to social me-
dia to spread awareness in an attempt to halt 
the production of a cell tower. In response, 

15 homeowners in the DI Park neighborhood 
created a petition, according to resident and 
club member Tracy Coward. The collective 
concerns were the potential adverse effects 
on health, property value and aesthetics.

 Keating explained the cell tower would 
not pose as an eyesore because it would be 
camouflaged with the surrounding tree line. 
He could not speak to the validity of any ill-
causing side effects but said he has not found 
any health studies that support such claims.

 Keating noted that the cell tower’s plan is 
still in the preliminary stages of design and 
no parameters have been set, specifically the 
height or the location. He doesn’t even know 
if it’s a viable site for the cell tower providers 
to hang equipment on.

Financially, Keating said the cell tower 
would generate enough profit that the 
expense and upkeep would not be the fiscal 
onus of club members. He said it would be 
an asset not a burden. 

“This is about providing a service, not 
anything other than that,” Keating added. 
“There are no other property owners that 
have a central location that can provide it.”

 Details can be viewed at bit.ly/2ILq1n4.

Cell tower zoning creates wave of controversy

CITY OF CHARLESTON
The proposal submitted to the City of Charles-
ton Planning Commission outlines the parcel 
of land being proposed for a possible cell 
tower in the Daniel Island Park neighborhood.
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Wi shing you a  Happy Holiday S eason!

CHAD JOHNSON  ANGIE JOHNSON

SEARCH ALL OUR LISTINGS AT:
IslandParkProperties.com

islandparkproperties.com | 843.619.3004 | info@islandparkproperties.com
Licensed in the state of South Carolina.

Let us find your

for the
Home 

Holidays
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Independently owned 
& operated since 2003

General Information:
office 843.856-1999

225 Seven Farms Drive, Suite 108
Daniel Island, SC 29492
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    Suzanne M. Detar

843.345.1563
sdetar@thedanielislandnews.com
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  The Daniel Island News is published 
weekly and distributed free throughout 

Daniel Island and down Clements Ferry 
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ments, Bishop England and at various 

distribution points on Daniel Island,
Mt. Pleasant, downtown Charleston and 

Hanahan. The entire content of
The Daniel Island News is copyrighted 
2020 by The Daniel Island Publishing 
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AD DEADLINE:
Friday by 12 noon

Digitally produced ads must be sized to 
spec in PDF high resolution format to: 

ads@thedanielislandnews.com.

LETTERS POLICY
Letters to the editor are welcomed and 
encouraged. Please write in about any 

topic that stirs your fancy or raises 
your ire. All letters and submissions 

are subject to being edited for 
libel, space and good taste. All 
submissions must include the 
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DELIVERY CONCERNS?
Are you not getting a paper? Are 

there papers being delivered to 
unoccupied homes in your 

neighborhood? Let uis know spe-
cific addresses via email at katherine@      

thedanielislandnews.com.

NEXT WEEK:

COMMENTS:
• 95% effective is impressive. I 
don’t need to know anything else. 
Honestly, we blindly get ourselves/
kids vaccinated regularly without 
knowing about the stages up to ap-
proval/adoption, etc. If this vaccine 
could provide antibodies to pre-
vent infection, we could immune 
ourselves from those that may not 
even show symptoms. No-brainer.

• I will wait to see how it goes in 
other countries before taking it.

• I trust science and the scientific 
process. Unfortunately the story 
that has been told in the media 
is that a vaccine was developed 
quickly and now it is approved. 
The steps necessary to even get a 
vaccine to clinical trials are com-
plex and comprehensive and if the 
safety and efficacy markers are not 
met at any stage along the way, 
the process does not continue. 
Yes, this vaccine production was 
quicker than ever before, but not 
because shortcuts were taken or 
safety protocol was skipped. This 
vaccine was produced quickly be-
cause scientists and researchers 
in labs worked around the clock to 
develop a vaccine to try to end a 
global pandemic, and for that we 
should be grateful.

As the first two COVID-19 vaccines – one by Pfizer being distributed and one by Moderna near  
approval – and two more not far behind – a few Americans could have the chance to get vaccinated 
as early as this week. While the vaccine is seen by most as the first real step to a return to normal, 
there’s still debate on whether or not to get the vaccine. Will you get the vaccine? 

Holiday traditions are a source of comfort and joy for most 
people. And watching Christmas-themed movies are a part 
of that tradition for many. What’s your go-to holiday movie? 
Share your thoughts at surveymonkey.com/r/Holiday 
Movies2020 or use the QR Code by Sunday, Dec. 20, 5 p.m.

Readers respond to poll: Will you get the vaccine?

• While I will be eligible fairly soon 
because of my age, I prefer to wait a 
few months to see the midterm safety 
results and comparisons.

• I’d get it in the hopes that it helps  
us return to normal as quickly as  
possible.

• Too soon to know long-term side 
effects. We don’t even know the long 
term side effects of the virus so how 
can we trust the vaccine is safe? I opt 
to social distancing and mask wearing 
when in public and remaining at home 
as often as possible.

• I’ve never had an adverse reaction 
to a vaccine so feel the odds are in my 
favor.

• No, I don’t need a vaccine to help 
subside symptoms. My immune 
system can handle that. I don’t need 
the government telling me and other 
Americans what they can and can’t do. 

• If you eat McNuggets or dip every-
thing in ranch dressing, stop worrying 
about what’s in the vaccine.

• I am part of the AstraZeneca trial and 
believe I received the real vaccine. I 
would do it again.

• These vaccines were not started 
from scratch, which I think some peo-
ple mistakenly assume. Researchers 
have been studying SARS infections 
since well before COVID, which gave 
them a jump start for this vaccine. I’m 
confident in their work and wouldn’t 
hesitate.

Yes, but I’m 

concerned about 

how fast it was 

developed.
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“ I’m excited to provide 
high quality and 
comprehensive GI care, 
including endoscopic 
services, to the women 
and men of the 
Lowcountry.”

  –  Rya Kaplan, MD 
Board Certified  
Gastroenterologist

Taking care of your GI health is as important as ever. Don’t ignore  
your symptoms or minimize your pain. Taking care of your health  
now may prevent greater health risks in the future. East Cooper  
GI is here to care for you. We are focused on the treatment and 
management of diseases of the gastrointestinal tract for you  
and your loved ones.    

CONDITIONS WE TREAT
�    Colon cancer and 

polyp screening
�    Irritable bowel 

syndrome (IBS)
�    Difficulty swallowing 
�    Heartburn/reflux

�     Ulcers
�    Liver diseases
�    Ulcerative colitis
�    Crohn’s disease
�    Gallbladder disease
�      Abdominal pain

�      Constipation
�    Diarrhea
�    Celiac disease
�    Cirrhosis
�    Hepatitis 
�    Pancreatitis

Now accepting new patients, call 843-242-2822  
to schedule an appointment. EastCooperGI.com

Seeing new GI patients on Daniel Island and  
performing GI procedures in Mt. Pleasant

Your GI Health Can’t Wait

East Cooper GI
 

880 Island Park Drive, Suite 210 | Daniel Island, SC 29492

news BRIEFS

Berkeley County joined state, commu-
nity, and project leaders to break ground on 
the Clements Ferry Road Phase 2 widening 
project that will add two lanes to Clements 
Ferry Road, for approximately 4.5 miles, 
from Jack Primus Road to South Carolina 
Highway 41 near the Wando River. The 
improvements also include a multi-use 
path and a raised planted median.

“This project will improve the quality 
of life for thousands in the Lowcountry. It 
will mean a safer trip to school. It will pro-
vide safe recreation and pedestrian oppor-
tunities. It will improve congestion along 
the corridor,” said Johnny Cribb, Berkeley 
county supervisor, in a statement.

 Phase 2 will pick up at the end of the 
Clements Ferry Road Phase 1 widening 
project which expanded Clements Ferry 
Road from I-526 to Jack Primus Road, 
approximately 4 miles. Phase 1 was com-
pleted in August 2019.

 Berkeley County Council awarded the 
project contract to Banks Construction 
Company in November 2020.

 “We are ready to see this project get off 
the ground. It has been a competitive and 
thorough process to get to this point and 
I look forward to seeing great work from 
our capable project team,” said Berkeley 
County Councilman Josh Whitley in a 
statement.

 While residents may not see roadway 
and bridge construction until the middle of 

2021, important preliminary construction 
work has begun, including clearing and 
grubbing, drainage improvements, and util-
ity relocations. Construction is expected to 
be complete by November 2024.

 This project is primarily funded by the 
2014 Berkeley County One-Cent Sales 
Tax Program with additional federal funds. 
It is expected to cost $64 million, includ-
ing right-of-way acquisition, permitting, 
construction and more.

PROVIDED
 Berkeley County officials and project 
participants held a ground breaking on 
Dec. 11 for Phase 2 of the Clements Ferry 
Road expansion. Digging in are, left to right, 
Alan Wertz (KCI Technologies), Reid Banks 
(Banks Construction), Lisa Kerns (Com-
munity Leader), Fred Lincoln (Community 
Leader), Johnny Cribb (Berkeley County Su-
pervisor), Danny Thrower (Berkeley County 
Chief infrastructure officer), Daniel Burton 
(SCDOT) and Clarke Hinson (Infrastructure 
Consulting and Engineering).

GAS SMELL INVESTIGATED, SOURCE UNIDENTIFIED
On Dec. 10, Dominion Energy received an alert from Daniel Island regarding an odor 

that smelled synonymous with a gas leak. The energy company was notified via several 
calls from concerned residents. 

Dominion Energy senior communications specialist Paul Fischer said they checked on 
the smell and while the source could not be identified, the energy company determined 
there was no leak and concluded the investigation. 

 “Safety is our top priority, and we take reports of gas leaks very seriously,” Fischer 
said on Thursday. “We add a distinctive and pungent odor to natural gas that smells like 
rotten eggs to help detect a potential gas leak. The foul-smelling odor is not harmful, but 
is designed as a warning that something may be wrong. If customers suspect a gas leak, 
we encourage them to call Dominion Energy at 800-815-0083.”

 Dominion Energy also received similar notifications in Mount Pleasant, according to 
Fischer. The calls from Old Village residents came at approximately the same time as 
Daniel Island.

— compiled by Boots Gifford, boots@thedanielislandnews.com

Berkeley County breaks ground 
on Clements Ferry Phase 2
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During the Rotary Club of Daniel Island’s 
regular weekly meeting Nov. 18, the dis-
cussion turned to the importance of chari-

table giving through the Rotary Foundation and all 
of the causes around the world that they support.

Throughout the month, club members con-
ducted many projects to 
lend that helping hand 
including providing 
Thanksgiving meals, 
donating funds to sev-
eral community outreach 
programs, building desks 
for students in need, and 
much more.

Looking toward the 
new year, the club is 
planning an informative 
virtual meeting on Mon-
day, Jan. 11 for people 
who might be interested 

in taking part in the group’s many community ef-
forts.

The meeting will be held virtually at 5:30 p.m. 
To register for the event, email Mary Jo Romeo at 
maryjo@mjrcac.com.

DI Rotary Club helps many in November

PROVIDED
At left: On Wednesday, Nov. 25, the 
day before Thanksgiving, Rotary Club 
members delivered 170 turkey dinners 
to local residents in need.

PROVIDED
Gray Ives was named 
the Rotary Club of 
Daniel Island’s mem-
ber of the month for 
November.

PROVIDED
The Rotary Club along with 
other local contributors hosted 
another Daniel Island Speaker 
Series event virtually featuring 
Steve Palmer with the Indigo 
Road Hospitality Group on 
Nov. 4. Palmer shared his con-
cerns and his involvement in 
helping those in the hospitality 
industry with mental health 
and addiction issues.

PROVIDED
Above: Members celebrated their successful 2020 fundraiser 
virtually and via Zoom on Nov. 11 at their weekly breakfast 
meeting by handing out checks to local charities negatively 
impacted by COVID-19. Organizations included East Cooper 
Community Outreach, Meals on Wheels, Feed the Need,  
Humanities Foundation, and HALOS. 
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cawooddinsmoregroup@carolinaone.com

BRINGING CLIENTS HOME - 
POWER IN NUMBERS

With the Cawood Dinsmore Group there is always 
someone who has your back.  Let’s together 

achieve your real estate goals for 2021. 

CLARICE CAWOOD
865.776.2252

ROB PREIDITSCH
404-790-1212

JACQUELINE 
DINSMORE  

  973.886.0357

Clarice works with listing clients to stage and remodel to help get their home ready 
for sale. She is working with buyer clients up and down the East coast to find their 
next adventure both on the beach and on the course.

Rob is working with buyer clients from Atlanta, Boston and Seattle currently to 
find their dream home on the marsh, deep water and golf course locally. 

Jacquie is working with local and Northeast buyers from NY, NJ and CT to trade 
in snow for a sand and palm tree lifestyle and helping local clients get ready to 
list in 2021.

Helping people from all over the country

1881 VILLAGE CROSSING ST. | SOLD FOR OUR BUYERS | $1,200,000

472 ISLAND PARK DRIVE | SOLD FOR OUR SELLERS | $2,000,000 OVER ASK

539 PARK CROSSING ST. | AVAILABLE DANIEL ISLAND PARKSIDE | $1,245,000



From SCHOOL on PAGE 11

COVID concerns prompt schools to go virtual 
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4950 Centre Pointe Dr. | Suite 136 | North Charleston (across from Tanger Outlets)

Explore what can do for your windows

0%
FINANCING

See store for details.

843.856.9498
In-Home Estimate

FREE

BudgetBlinds.com/Charleston

To advertise in your local Money Mailer call 843-822-8185 or 843-822-8184
349-70-0262B  87A  AM

Q u a l i t y  |  C u s t o m e r  S e r v i c e  |  S e l e c t i o n#1

Visit Our New
3,500 sq. ft. Showroom or
Call for a FREE In-Home
Consultation & Estimate

www.BudgetBlinds.com/Charleston

Proud Sponsor of
3 Degree Guarantee

Over 100 Product Samples!

843-408-0806

Cafe ShadesRoman Shades

Budget Blinds in North America for 9 Years!

BLINDS | SHUTTERS | SHADES 
DRAPES | HOME AUTOMATION

Garages - Innovative Storage SolutionsCustom Closets - Innovative Storage Solutions

A division of Budget® Blinds

Daniel Island Residents
Merv & Adam Epstein

“Our goal is simple – to be honest and please our customers.”

Woven Wood 
Shades

B L I N D S  |  S H U T T E R S  |  D R A P E S  |  H O M E  A U T O M A T I O N

DECEMBER RECIPIENT

Ask your 
neighbor. 

Chances are 
they are a 

Budget Blinds 
customer.

Beautiful

OVER
500 DANIEL 

ISLAND 
CUSTOMERS

ZACH GIROUX
zach@thedanielislandnews.com

The safety at the intersection of Barfield 
Street and Daniel Island Drive is being 
questioned. The answer will be left up to 
residents.

Right now there is no signage for motor-
ists such as a stop sign or a traffic light. One 
crosswalk governs the intersection which has 
essentially turned into a four-way yield.

Charleston City Council District 1 coun-
cilwoman Marie Delcioppo, Traffic and 
Transportation Committee member, released 
a survey to assess citizen feedback regarding 
the safety of the intersection. The one and 
only question asked: Would you like Daniel 
Island Drive and Barfield Street converted to 
a four-way stop? 

 Delcioppo clarified that plans for such 
a reconfiguration are solely dependent on 
ample community support. She reiterated it is 
strictly a survey, not a yes or no decision, just 
to gauge interest. 

 “I have no attachment one way or the 
other,” Delcioppo said. “If folks would like 
it to be a four-way intersection and that is the 
majority we can do that. If the majority do 

not then that is 
OK too.”

 The conver-
sation has been 
going on for 
quite some time, 
since before 
she was elected 
to Charleston 
City Council 
in November 
2019. Delcioppo 

noted the survey was spurred by residents 
who expressed problems with visibility when 
making turns at the intersection. With similar 
complaints about a constant stream of traffic 
making it more complicated to merge with 
the flow of the ever-expanding number of 
vehicles. 

Delcioppo was not aware of any history of 
accidents or collisions at the intersection in 
question. She just wants to know how much 
of a “pain point” the intersection imposes.

Delcioppo did not specify the cost but said 
it would be relatively inexpensive.  

Complete the survey at surveymonkey.
com/r/FZ2VZLF.

Signless intersection spurs safety survey

Marie Delcioppo

 
BISHOP ENGLAND GOES VIRTUAL, CANCELS  
EXTRACURRICULARS INDEFINITELY  

 At 4 p.m. on Dec. 8, just hours before BCSD’s major announcement, Bishop Eng-
land High School declared their transition to online learning for the remainder of the 
semester until Dec. 17, when it was already scheduled to go on holiday break until the 
new year. 

Additionally, all extracurricular activities 
were canceled until further review, according 
to the Diocese of Charleston Catholic School’s 
Office.

 Bishop England’s first positive COVID-19 
case of a student or staff member was reported 
to the school on Dec. 5, according to princi-
pal Patrick Finneran. Three more cases were 
reported to the school over the next three days.  

At the end of the school day on Dec. 8, 
there were more than 200 students enrolled in 
Bishop England’s virtual learning. Finneran and staff then decided to move all 683 
students into the virtual program as a proactive health measure and to ensure cohe-
siveness in the curriculum.

“Extracurricular activities are important to the growth of our students, so we are 
working on a plan to restart these activities,” Finneran continued. “We continually re-
view all policies and procedures to help ensure the safety of our school community.”

 Bishop England’s administration will continue to work with the Diocese of 
Charleston regarding any decisions about the second semester.
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DR. REBECA ZECHMANN
Comfortable and convenient, 

with the latest technology

SCHEDULE ONLINE NOW
www.RiverLandingDentistry.com | 843.242.0645

Expanded Hours | Accepting New Patients

DIGITAL DENTISTRY

SAME-DAY CROWNS

cmitsolutions.com/charleston | 843.501.9908

For 17 years, hairstylist Unhwa Ruckel 
has helped clients feel confident about 
their hair. When Ruckel and her husband 
relocated to Charleston in 2003, the entre-
preneur felt Daniel Island was the perfect 
place to open her business – Salon Unhwa.

“I knew I wanted to have my own salon 
somewhere and it brought me to Daniel Is-
land,” she said. “At the time it was a small 
up-and-coming area and all of my clients 
were located in Daniel Island.”

Conveniently located at 245 Seven 
Farms Drive #150, Ruckel’s salon provides 
cutting-edge styling skills that have created 
a fiercely loyal clientele.

Becky King moved to Daniel Island in 
2002 and has been a client of Ruckel’s 
for approximately 15 years. “Unhwa is so 
knowledgeable about hair color and hair 
styles,” King said. “She always listens and 
advises me, so that I always leave feeling 

like my hair looks great. We are so lucky 
to have Salon Unhwa on Daniel Island. It’s 
nice to be able to get these high-quality 
services right here, close to home.” 

She added, “I feel very safe getting my 
hair done with Unhwa during COVID-19. 
She has a very strict mask policy, which I 
appreciate.”

COVID-19 adversely impacted Ruckel 
and her team of stylists, but with strict pro-
tocols in place the salon was able to open 
after pandemic restrictions were lifted.

“It’s definitely affected the salon being 
closed for two months,” Ruckel said. “Af-
ter we reopened we had to adjust the space 
with my staff. Our salon is still not 100% 
back to normal. The staff must clean their 
areas, completely wipe down after each 
client, and both clients and staff must wear 
a mask.”

Due to the added costs of meeting the 
extensive COVID-19 restrictions, the 
escalating commercial real estate prices are 
a major concern for Ruckel. “It’s getting 
too high for a small business like myself to 
rent or buy. I’ve been here over 17 years. 
I love having my salon on Daniel Island 

and hope to continue having it here in the 
future.” 

Beth Quantz appreciates the personal-
ized service she receives from Ruckel. “I 
have been a client of Unhwa’s for seven 
years, she is a very special woman. She is 
always very concerned how I feel about 
myself and how she can make me feel 
better ... Unhwa is a very positive and 
joyful person. Since her reopening she has 
made me feel very safe within her studio 
with what she does to keep everyone and 
everything safe.”

Daniel Island resident Ruth Ennis has 
been a loyal client of Unhwa’s for more 
than 15 years.

“Unhwa and her staff are all very tal-
ented. Unhwa has many clients that have 
been coming to her for many years, which 
is a testament to what good care she takes 
of her clients’ hair and the clients them-
selves,” Ennis said.

To learn more, check out Salon Unhwa’s 
Facebook page.

If there are any local merchants you’d 
like to see featured in an upcoming column, 
email marie@thedanielislandnews.com.

meet the
merchant
MARIE ROCHA-TYGH

Salon Unhwa helps clients feel more beautiful one strand at a time 

MARIE ROCHA-TYGH
Unhwa Ruckel felt Daniel Island was the perfect 
place to open her salon 17 years ago.
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1206 RIVERS REACH DRIVE
LOT 68

$325,000
0.3 ACRES

252 DELAHOW STREET

$1,750,000

5 BED | 6 BATH | 5,490 SQFT

1716 DOLDRIDGE STREET

$839,900

4 BED | 5 BATH | 3,176 SQFT

6064 GRAND COUNCIL STREET
$829,000

3 BED | 3 BATH | 1,827 SQFT

REAL EXPERIENCE.  REAL EXPERTISE.

W W W . C H A R L E S T O W N E R E A L T Y . C O M

STAFF REPORT
news@thedanielislandnews.com

The South Carolina Department of 
Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) 
announced Dec. 14 that South Carolina 
received its first COVID-19 vaccine. It 
expected to receive its first allocation of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, nearly 43,000 
doses, by Wednesday. Several health care 
facilities in the state are receiving alloca-
tions directly from the federal government 
and began vaccinating its front-line medical 
workers earlier this week.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
issued an Emergency Use Authorization for 
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine on Dec. 11. 
However, until enough COVID-19 vaccine 
is available for everyone, SC public health 
officials say it’s critical for South Carolina 
to effectively and equitably distribute the 
initial limited supply of vaccine. The state 
is expected to receive between 200,000 to 
300,000 doses by the end of the year.

“Our top priority is to save lives,” said Dr. 
Linda Bell, state epidemiologist. “However, 

as the vaccine first becomes available, the 
number of doses will be limited in South 
Carolina, like in all states. We ask everyone 
to please be patient, wait your turn and listen 
to our public health officials. Doing this will 
allow public health officials to ensure the 
most vulnerable among us and those who 
keep us alive are vaccinated first.”

Upon receipt of this first allocation of 
vaccine, South Carolina will be in Phase 1a 
of the state’s interim COVID-19 vaccine 
plan. The state will be vaccinating those in 
Phase 1a as recommended by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
and the South Carolina COVID-19 Vaccine 
Advisory Committee, which is comprised of 
individuals representing the state’s various 
communities.

The overarching goal of Phase 1a is pre-
venting deaths. Front-line medical workers 
and long-term care facility residents and staff 
are among those prioritized for Phase 1a vac-
cine distribution.

“To reach our collective goal and stop 
the spread of COVID-19, we must attend to 

our frontline health care workers first,” said 
Dr. Brannon Traxler, DHEC interim Public 
Health Director. “Ensuring those responsible 
for treating our COVID-19 patients are the 
first to be vaccinated is one way of protecting 
our frontline health care workers so that they 
can continue to protect all of us.”

This includes workers in hospitals and oth-
er health care facilities who are most critical 
to saving lives and most at risk of exposure 
to COVID-19, such as nurses, physicians, re-
spiratory therapists, laboratory and radiology 
technicians, and other medical professionals 
treating COVID-19 patients. Other mission-
critical workers in Phase 1a include:

• First responders who provide emergency 
medical response,

• Medical staff in correctional facilities, 
dialysis and infusion centers, and outpa-
tient settings frequently treating COVID-19 
patients,

• Home health and hospice workers,
• Autopsy staff and coroners, and
• Other health care professionals at high 

risk of frequent exposure to COVID-19.

This limited supply of Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine will be safely and securely distribut-
ed to 56 sites throughout the state by the end 
of the week, DHEC said in a press release. 
Individuals eligible for Phase 1a vaccinations 
should not contact a hospital or health care 
provide; instead, they will be contacted or 
provided additional information about get-
ting vaccinated.

This Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine will require 
two shots, spaced 21 days apart. Every-
one who receives a vaccine is recorded in 
a secure database called VAMS (Vaccine 
Administration Management System). This 
is a federal database that allows the CDC and 
state health departments to monitor vaccine 
administrations. Everyone who receives their 
first shot will be provided with a paper card 
that provides what COVID-19 vaccine was 
received, the date and location it was re-
ceived, and a reminder when then the second 
shot is needed.

For the most current and factual CO-
VID-19 vaccine information, visit scdhec.
gov/vaxfacts.

SC public health officials provide COVID-19 vaccine update
High-risk hospital workers and long-term care facility residents and staff prioritized



ZACH GIROUX 
zach@thedanielislandnews.com

 Stephen Slifer, owner and chief economist at Number-
Nomics, former chief U.S. economist for Lehman Brothers 
(NYC) and former senior economist at the Board of Gover-
nors for the Federal Reserve, presented his annual Economic 
Outlook conference via a Dec. 3 webinar.

Slifer’s program, titled “Putting Humpty Dumpty Together 
Again – And Making It Better,” is a recognition of the impact 
of the pandemic on the country. The fictitious analogy hints 
at the enormous impacts of COVID-19 on the economy and 
his optimistic 2021 economic outlook.

This year’s conference was held virtually in lieu of an 
in-person meeting at the Daniel Island Club as a COVID-19 
safeguard. The online conference call was publicly adver-
tised and attended by more than 100 listeners, including local 
business leaders, food and beverage industry professionals 
and media personnel.

The hour-long Zoom call started with an overview of the 
coronavirus’ chokehold on the nation’s health and economy 
over the past year. It ended on an optimistic note of how the 
U.S. is fiscally persevering and overcoming the grip of the 
global pandemic.

Of the many highlights from a slideshow presentation 
that featured nearly 100 slides of financial figures supported 
by statistics from a variety of factual sources of data, Slifer 
predictions that “we are at the beginning of another multi-
year period of expansion” and that the economy will do fine 
because “American consumers and businesses continue to be 
remarkably resilient to adversity,” were the highlights.

COVID-19 – THE FEAR FACTOR
At the time of his presentation, Slifer noted that, since 

March 2020, COVID-19 had caused more than 13 million 
illnesses and nearly 1.5 million deaths worldwide. The U.S. 
alone had experienced 265,000 deaths, with that number 
exceeding 300,000 this week. 

Slifer compared the coronavirus’ death rate in the U.S. to 
several other historic causes of death. In 2019, 43,500 people 
died from the flu. That same year, 39,000 died from auto-
related accidents, 647,000 from heart disease and 607,000 
from cancer.

Slifer contrasted COVID-19’s impact in comparison to 

previous global pandemics. He noted that an influenza pan-
demic in 1918 saw 25 million deaths worldwide and 700,000 
in the U.S. Also, an influenza pandemic in 1957 dealt 1.1 
million deaths worldwide and 116,000 in the U.S. Similarly, 
another influenza pandemic in 1968 rendered 1 million 
deaths worldwide and 100,000 in the U.S.

Slifer summed up in one word the reason for imposing 
“drastic” emergency measures imposed in the spring to halt 
the spread of COVID-19: fear. He asserted that society’s 
widespread panic was due to the coronavirus being the first 
major health crisis in the era of social media. 

Slifer’s Prediction: A vaccine will quell the fear associ-
ated with COVID-19 and restore consumer confidence and 
strengthen the economy.

BIGGEST, FASTEST DROP IN HISTORY
Setting the stage for an explanation of the impact of CO-

VID-19 on the economy, Slifer explained that the S&P 500 
reached a peak of 3,386 points on Feb. 19, 2020. 

In response to pandemic and government policies, the S&P 
500 fell 1,081 points (32%) to 2,305 points in the matter of 
just four weeks. The fastest drop in its history. By compari-
son, the “Great Recession” of 2008-09 took the same drop 
but over 18 months. 

Slifer explained the response. The federal government 
stepped in and tried to stop the stock market from tanking. 
The federal funds rate was cut twice within a two-week pe-
riod. The market plummeted 800 points after each attempt.

The Trump Administration attempted to stop the crash 
by proposing a $1 trillion stimulus package. The markets 

plunged another 800 points.
When governors began enforcing stay-at-home orders and 

quarantine curfews to stunt the spread of the coronavirus, 
Slifer noted, the economy was “stopped dead in its tracks.”   

As a result, the GDP declined 31.4% in the second quarter 
of the fiscal year. The biggest single-quarter drop on record, 
quadruple the percentage of 2008-09.  

ECONOMY ROARS BACK
The economy roared back in the third quarter in response 

to the stimulus money injected into the economy, Slifer 
explained. In May, the $3 trillion stimulus package began to 
kick in. Qualifying taxpayers received a $1,200 check and 
an additional $500 per dependent. Those on unemployment 
received an extra $600 for up to four months.

Additionally, the federal funds rate was cut to 0% and the 
Federal Reserve purchased approximately $3 trillion worth 
of U.S. Treasury securities. This action supplied liquidity to 
small businesses, mid-sized businesses and state and local 
government.

In total, $6 trillion of stimulus money was injected into the 
U.S. economy.

“If you are willing to spend enough money, something 
happens,” Slifer said.

Over the span of the next five months, the S&P 500 re-
gained all of what it lost. The market hit a record-high level 
in mid-September and exceeded 3,662 points by the begin-
ning of December.

After losing 22 million jobs during March and April, the 
job market regained approximately 12 million of those jobs 
over the next six months. More than half of the damage to 
the workforce was healed and continuing to grow healthier 
than ever before.

Slifer put it simply, “The economy came roaring back!” 
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COMMERCIAL BUILDING ENVELOPE RESTORATION & MORE!

4Brick 
4Stucco
4Exterior Insulation Finish Systems (EIFS)
4Siding 
4Stone

4Concrete
4Waterproofing
4Flashings
4Sealants 
4Interior Finishes

843.207.4849
2157 Rich St.
N. Charleston
KennedyRichter.com

Economist Slifer predicts a resilient economy in 2021
ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

FILE PHOTO
Steve Slifer, owner and chief economist at NumberNomics 
and former chief U.S. economist for Lehman Brothers (NYC) 
and former senior economist at the Board of Governors for 
the Federal Reserve, presented his economic outlook for 2021 
during a webinar conference Dec. 3.

See ECONOMY on PAGE 15

SLIFER’S ECONOMIC FORECAST- 
JOBS & GDP: BY THE NUMBERS

13.5M
Number of jobs (or 62%) recovered by 
the end of 2020

4%
Number unemployment will reach by September 2021

10%
Amount GDP expected to grow in the fourth quarter; 
and 5.5% in 2021
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From ECONOMY on PAGE 14
There are positive economic indicators for the future

1135 Hwy. 41 • Mt. PleasantCALL TODAY 
for a delivery or 

installation www.LowcountryMulch.com

Mon-Fri 8-5    
Saturday 8-2

Serving Mt. Pleasant, Daniel Island & the Islands for 22 years.

• Red, Black, 
 Brown Mulch
• Hardwood Mulch
• Pine Mulch

• Natural Cypress
• Playground-Chips
• Mini-Nuggetts
• Soil Conditioner

• Top Soil
• Fill Dirt
• Sand
• Long/Short Straw

• Rock Products 
 Available

843-971-7010

Thank You to all of our Customers

from
Happy Holidays!

OFFICE AVAILABLE FOR LEASE

A GREAT OFFICE GENERATES GREAT WORK! 

133 RIVER LANDING DRIVE - DANIEL ISLAND

       
   Madeline White - Agent

843-819-0122

» Class ”A” Office Space
» Renovated in 2020!
» Large parking area
» Natural Lighting
» Plug & Play 

THE ROAD AHEAD LOOKS ROSY
Slifer highlighted several positive economic indicators for the future.
Unemployment: The unemployment rate jumped 10 percentage points from 4.4% 

to 14.7% between March and April when payroll employment declined by 22 million 
workers. By comparison, in 2008-09, the economy lost 8 million jobs over an 18-month 
period. The highest unemployment then rate peaked at 10%.

Slifer noted the unemployment rate has quickly fallen to 6.9% and continues to decline 
in a positive direction. By year end, Slifer expects the rate to drop to 5.8%. 

He also expects employment to return to its fullest (4% unemployment) by September 
2021.

Retail Sales Growth: Slifer noted that even in the midst of a recession and a pandem-
ic, retail sales grew 5.7%. This is higher than the past decade average growth of 4.3%. 

Personal Saving Rate: The savings rate today is 13.6%. Slifer said this is “huge” in 
light of the fact that the average saving rate for the past 10 years was 6%. He explained 
that this saving rate can support consumer spending for 2 years.

Real estate: “The housing market is on fire!” Slifer exclaimed.
With the ability to work from home, daily commute traffic is being reduced along with 

pollution from carbon dioxide emissions. More so, sales in suburbs and summer resort 
locations are booming with 
workers moving from metro-
politan areas.

Mortgage rates have 
reached an all-time low at 
2.7%. The average home in 
the U.S. is selling in under 
a month, in just 21 days, the 
shortest time frame ever from 
listing to sale.

Slifer expects the housing 
market will continue to soar 
and reach new heights.

Manufacturing: Manufacturing is gaining momentum. Slifer noted it is on its fastest 
pace since 2004, 16 years ago.

Additional positive factors: Vaccines are coming available and the stock market is 
strong.

Concerns & Uncertainties: Despite the positive forecast, Slifer did highlight some 
concerns and uncertainties: 

• Growing national debt: Debt as a percentage of GDP climbed from 78% to 100% this 
year. The high during WWII was 106%.  

• Uncertainty over additional stimulus (or if it is needed), effect of the election, foreign 
affairs – isolationism, international trade, impacts on education, social media and free 
speech.

Changing economy: In retrospect, the U.S. economy endured the shortest recession in 
history. A typical recession on average lasts eight months and the latest one ended after 
two months.

According to Slifer, “obvious losers” were brick and mortar stores, movie theaters, 
small and undercapitalized businesses. “Temporary losers” were restaurants, hotels, air 
travel, museums and sporting events. “Obvious winners” were teleconferencing, online 
sales, delivery services and health care.

“Technology helped us get out of this,” Slifer added. “It will help us adapt to this new 
economy as it evolves.”  

Slifer’s Final Prediction: In the end, the economy will do fine. American consum-
ers and businesses will continue to be remarkably resilient to adversity. The econo-
my will heal itself. The recovery will become self-sustaining.

Presentation sponsors: Baird, Wells Fargo Advisors, Charleston Digital Corridor, 
Charleston Regional Business Journal, Daniel Island Business Association, Daniel Island 
Town Association, NumberNomics, and Trident Technical College.

Suzanne Detar contributed to this article.

“Technology helped us 
get out of this ... It will 

help us adapt to this new 
economy as it evolves.”
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Workplace Benefits can help....

Dear Santa,
Please send me

health insurance 

in 2021!

affordable

Reese McFaddin Gately
Bob Gately

BUY INSURANCE LOCAL

reese@benefitwork.com | bob@benefitwork.com
843.856.3757 | www.benefitwork.com

WB price = Insurance Company price

HEALTH • DENTAL • LIFE • DISABILITY • MEDICARE
HealthinsgalWorkplace Benefits

Our office is above the Circle K gas station
Serving DI since 2006 | No charge for consultation

295 Seven Farms Dr. • Daniel Island
843-278-0800 • 843-278-0804 FAX
qwikpackship@homesc.com

Why wait in line at the Post Office??
•  Qwik and friendly service
•  Stamps and mailing service
•  Letter and package supplies
• Gift packaging
•  Cards for all occasions
•  Fedex ground shipping   
 (which may save you money)

Follow effective action with quiet reflec-
tion. From the quiet reflection will come even 
more effective action.

— Peter Drucker

Somewhere at the beginning of each 
day, you probably find yourself looking at 
your reflection in the mirror. Many of us 
never give a second thought as to how that 
reflection is produced. All surfaces reflect 
some light, but only a special type of surface 
reflects light in such a way that it can form a 
mirror.

 In 1835, German chemist Justis von 
Liebig devised a process for coating plates of 
glass with metallic silver. This was the begin-
ning of the mirror as we know it today. The 
mirrors in our homes are made in a similar 
fashion by evaporating a very thin layer of 
silver onto a glass. 

 If you’re like me, spending a lot of time 

in front of the mirror is not a good thing – for 
the mirror. But during the month of Decem-
ber when thoughts turn toward the new year, 
it is a time of reflection.

 What about you? What are you reflecting 
on? What are you celebrating? What are you 
mourning?

 Times of reflection as a leader are impor-
tant and every leader needs to do it. Here 
are a few ways it can help you grow in your 
leadership.

 
IT PUTS YOUR PAST IN 
PERSPECTIVE

When you look back on 2020, it will 
generate mixed emotions and responses for 
sure. But the lessons you’ve learned serve a 
greater good when you stop to consider all 
that you’ve been through.

 While you may not have chosen every 
event that came your way, you found a way to 
face it. You found a way to pivot, improvise, 
and adapt. Was it easy? Certainly not. Were 
there setbacks and disappointments? Yes. But 
here you are, and you are here for a purpose.

 Reflect on this: You are not defined by 
your past. You have a purpose to fulfill.

IT GIVES CONTEXT TO 
YOUR PRESENT

Reflection gives you the opportunity to 
put your present situation into context. One 
year ago, many would not have imagined 
they would be in the situation they find 
themselves in today. In the past year, I have 
celebrated the birth of a new grandchild, 
mourned the passing of my mother, and 
faced the challenges of a pandemic with my 
fellow human race.

 Nibo Qubein said, “Your present circum-
stances don’t determine where you can go, 
they merely determine where you start.” And 
this is the point of reflection – not to see how 
far you’ve come but to get a good look at the 
starting line going forward. 

Reflect on this: What actions do you need 
to take today to get a fresh start on your 
future?

 
IT PROVIDES CLARITY FOR 
YOUR FUTURE

Richard Carlson was right when he said, 
“Reflection is one of the most underused yet 
powerful tools for success.” And this is one 

of the primary benefits of it. Not only does 
reflection give you the benefit of putting your 
past in perspective and context to your pres-
ent, but it can give you a blueprint for your 
future. 

 Every lesson you’ve learned this year has 
prepared you for this moment. You are not 
the sum of your failures, fears, or setbacks. 
I believe that you’ve been prepared by 
them for a future brighter than what you’ve 
imagined.

 Reflect on this: What attitudes do I need to 
embrace and who are the people that I need 
to surround myself with going forward?

 
FINAL THOUGHTS

Times of reflection can be invaluable to 
you as a leader. It can give you the clarity 
you need as you lead your people who rely 
on it. Embrace times of reflection and de-
velop it as a discipline. You will be the wiser 
leader for it.

©2020 Doug Dickerson. Read more at 
https://www.dougdickerson.net/.  Email Doug 
at managementmoment@gmail.com.

management 
moment

DOUG DICKERSON

A season for reflection
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EXPERIENCE 
MATTERS

SOLD IN 2020

IRON GATE REALTY 
THANKS YOU FOR ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR! 

145 Pier View 311
For our Sellers..$229,000

SOLD

720 Island Park 101
For our Sellers...$1,050,000

SOLD

1860 Palmetto Island Drive
For Our Buyers..$460,000

SOLD

1009  Thoroughbred Court
For our Sellers..$325,000

SOLD

107 Balfour St
For our Sellers..$1,550,000

SOLD

136 Fairbanks Oak Allee 2A
For our Sellers.. $870,000

SOLD

535 Lesesne Street
For our Sellers.$470,000

SOLD

122 Burnham Street
For our Sellers..$530,000

SOLD

469 Lesesne Street
For our Sellers..$430,000

SOLD

123 Park Drive
For our Buyers.$1,375,000

SOLD

327 Royal Assembly
For Our Buyers

PENDIN
G

3126 Sturbridge
Pending for our Buyers.

135 Pier View 3091980 Longcreek Road
For our Buyers.$1,225,000

SOLD

472 Island Park Drive
For our Buyers.$2,000,000

SOLD

29 Woodford Street
For our Sellers.$460,000

SOLD

200 River Landing F301
For our Sellers.$435,000

SOLD

59 Chapel Street
For Our Sellers.$612,000

SOLD

134 Fairbanks Oaks 301
For our Buyers.$1,175,000

SOLD

2409 Daniel Island Drive
For our Sellers..$836,000

SOLD

108 Fairbanks Oak 402
For our Sellers and Buyers

$1,300,000

SOLD

421 Lesesne Street
For our Buyers.. $1,895,000

SOLD

18 Watroo Pt.
For our Buyers.. $917,000

SOLD

166 Balfour
For our Sellers.. $1,700,000

SOLD

74 Woodford Street
For our Buyers.. $925,000

SOLD

612 Daggett Street
For our Sellers..$1,130,000

SOLD

2620 Crooked Stick Lane
For our Sellers..$785,000

SOLD

RENEE REINERT POTE 
843.478-7875 | IronGateSales@gmail.com

PENDIN
G

NEW LI
STIN

G

UNDER C
ONTRACT
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This Weekend OnlyAll Christmas Half Price! Select Lighting, Furniture 
& Accessories marked down

Excludes Patience Brewster Items.
DO YOUR TEETH

You don’t have to 
hide any longer.
Experience dentistry 

from Dr. Dana Blalock

Because your smile is the 
last thing you should hide.

EMBARRASS
YOU?

While the sales numbers continue to be more 
than double year-over-year figures, Daniel Island 
area real estate could slow, not because of de-
mand, but rather a lack of inventory.

In November, 47 homes sold on Daniel Island. 
The least expensive home was a condo on River 
Landing for $155,000. The most expensive home 

sold for $3.3 million located on Balfour Drive in Daniel Island 
Park. 

The total volume sold in November was $46,020,216. As of Dec. 
12, there were 50 active listings while 69 homes were under con-
tract. According to Ben Laaper with Matt O’Neill Real Estate, this 
underscores a very strong sellers’ market.

“We experienced a continuation of a recent phenomenon, 
whereby there are actually more homes under contract or pending 
as compared to active listings,” Laaper said.  

He also noted that the current active listings represent a mere six 
weeks of inventory and may impact sales in the first quarter of the 
new year.

“Much of the growth we have experienced this year on Daniel 
Island is a result of the influx of many out of state buyers as well as 
numerous local residents who have taken advantage of the increased 
real estate values by either upsizing or right sizing,” Laaper added.

A special thanks to Ben Laaper with Matt O’Neill Real Estate for 
providing information regarding the status of real estate on Daniel 
Island.

154 Balfour Drive - $3,300,000
313 Bayley Road - $1,800,000
154 Beresford Creek St. - $1,700,000
1169 Blakeway St. - $715,000
220 Brailsford St. - $1,706,319
400 Bucksley Lane #303- $190,000
600 Bucksley Lane #308 - $234,500
408 Cattle Ranch St. - $1,500,000
116 Corn Planters St. - $650,000
15 Dalton St. - $1,210,000
2513 Daniel Island Drive - $800,000
2569 Daniel Island Drive - $785,000
124 Fairbanks Oak Alley #3a - $865,000
7804 Farr St. - $685,166
7830 Farr St. - $828,777
8033 Gibbon St. - $582,000
6 GroveLane - $755,000
301 Hidden Bottom Lane - $875,000
1410 Hooper St. - $795,000
506 Indian CornSt. - $1,090,000
123 Island Park Drive - $1,375,000
250 Island Park Drive #204 - $885,000
472 Island Park Drive - $2,000,000
631 Island Park Drive - $1,975,000
720 Island Park Drive #108 - $1,140,000
167 Ithecaw Creek St. - $2,432,500

182 King George St. - $1,890,000
453 Lesesne St. - $2,264,741
1617 Oak Leaf St. - $920,000
135 Pier View St. #106 - $340,000
135 Pier View St. #303 - $259,900
1725 Pierce St. - $937,500
1786 Pierce St. - $919,000
353 Ralston Creek St. - $2,325,000
130 River Landing Drive #6100 - $308,000
130 River Landing Drive #3218 - $220,000

130 River Landing Drive #8108 - $262,000
130 River Landing Drive #7314 - $155,000
130 River Landing Drive #7204 - $270,000
130 River Landing Drive #6111 - $302,500
130 River Landing Drive #12204 - $262,500
130 River Landing Drive #8102 - $275,000
200 River Landing Drive #A306 - $320,000
1478 Wando Landing St. - $718,000
1482 Wando Landing St. - $680,000
1201 Water View Lane - $1,516,813

HOMES THAT SOLD IN NOVEMBERLow inventory may soon 
impact DI home market

Ben Laaper
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Call Abbie Lafond or Rentia Rose at 843-486-3312
or scan this QR code and schedule a 20 minute
demonstration of Loopit.

GOLOOPIT .COM
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90 DAY 

FREE TRIAL!

USE REFERRAL CODE:
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Founded by local plastic surgeon, Dennis Schimpf, MD; Sweetgrass Plastic Surgery
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“It started before COVID, with import 
quotas and tariffs,” Mullen continued. “That 
caused some disruption in getting compo-
nents into assembly facilities in the United 
States, and then now with COVID, shipping 
lanes have been disrupted, ports are having 
trouble getting components through the ports, 
even though a lot of global manufacturers are 
back up to speed.”

Mullen works with 
his customers to find an 
appliance that best suits 
their needs, even when it 
may not be the one they 
originally wanted. 

“Fortunately, we do 
have enough inventory to 
make most people happy 
and things are getting 
better every day,” he 
said. “They just have to 
be open-minded.”

Appliances and repairs 
aren’t the only products 
and services in demand. 
Matthew Hays, owner 
of mPower Electric, is 
seeing his call numbers 
surge as well. 

“It’s unbelievable,” 
said Hays, a Daniel Is-
land resident. “It’s crazy 
how busy I am – and I’m 
a one man show.”

An electrician for 
over 23 years, Hays left 
his former job to start 
his own company last 
February, just before the 
pandemic started. He’s 
been busy ever since – 
answering three to five 
calls for service each day. 
For the last month or so, 
the top request for service has been installing 
or repairing outdoor outlets for folks wanting 
to put up Christmas decorations. But second 
on the list has been changing out ceiling fans.

“That’s one of the things that I think with 
people home so much…they’re just looking at 
these old rusty fans and light fixtures and they 
just want to change them out. I do a lot of that. 
I could hang ceiling fans in my sleep!”

As for DIY (Do It Yourself) projects, 
electrical jobs may not be the best to tackle 
on your own.

“Most grown men tell me ‘I just don’t 

mess with electricity!’…That’s good for me, 
because I will. Experience goes a long way, 
and caring about what you do and treat-
ing everyone’s home like your own. That’s 
important to me.”

General home repairs are also up due 
to what has become known as “pandemic 
nesting.” Crown Building Services, a local 

company that does work 
on Daniel Island, Mount 
Pleasant and across 
the region, is normally 
booked out for about two 
weeks. 

“Now we’re booked 
out about six (weeks)!” 
reported owner Steve 
Yeomans, a former home 
builder. “What we’re 
seeing is that people, 
now that they are at 
their house, more are 
seeing things that need 
to be done and actually 
decided to go ahead and 
do it.”

It could be the installa-
tion of a new microwave, 
an exterior wood repair, 
or multiple small proj-
ects – Yeomans and his 
team help with it all. 

“What I tell people is 
if they take a look at it 
and they feel it’s over 
their heads, give us a 
call,” Yeomans said.

All in the repair busi-
ness seem to agree – get-
ting extra work is a good 
problem to have.

“I hate the reason 
we’re busy,” Yeomans 
added. “But I’m thankful 

that the business is here.”
“It’s been unbelievably rewarding,” Hays 

noted. “And it’s almost more than I can keep 
up with, but in a good way.”

“I can handle it,” said Van Horn, of his 
overfilled work days. “…We’re all suffering 
from this (virus) one way or another…But no 
matter what anyone tells you about this – it’s 
better to have work than not to have work.”

So for those seeking a quick fix for an 
ailing appliance during the pandemic, a good 
dose of patience might be the best remedy of 
all.

Miles’ experience is similar to what 
thousands of others across the nation 
are dealing with as a result of impacts to 
the appliance repair industry during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The “Today Show” 
reported in a recent story that repair calls 
are “skyrocketing,” citing a 39% increase 
overall. And according to a Sears Home 
Services survey, 54% of homeowners have 
had a professional come to their home 
since last spring. 

The numbers are also climbing here in 
the Lowcountry. For Southern Fried Appli-
ance owner Christian Van Horn, a single 
owner and operator who handles all of the 
repair calls himself, requests for service 
just keep coming.

“According to Google, who monitors 
my web traffic, I am currently up in traffic 
over 500 percent!” he said. “Which means 
although I only run six or seven [service] 
calls a day, I get 30 to 50 phone calls a 
day.”

Van Horn starts his day at 7:30 a.m. and 
typically works until 8 p.m. 

“I’m at maximum capacity, and then 
some,” he said. “I’m trying to do every-
thing we can to repair as many appliances 
as possible.”

One of the reasons for the sharp rise in 
call numbers, added Van Horn, is that ap-
pliances are being used more than normal 
during the pandemic.  

“Everyone is working from home so 
when they didn’t use the microwave every 
lunch time, now they use the microwave 
every time,” he said. “They do clothes 
more often, they do this, they do that,  
so yes, the workload has increased on  
appliances.”

But there are other contributing factors 
as well. It can be difficult to get specific 
new appliances now, due to COVID-related 
shutdowns at manufacturing sites and other 
issues, so people who would have just pur-
chased a new stove or refrigerator are often 
unable to do that in a timely manner. 

“They’ll get a new one someday,” Van 
Horn added. “But right now they need to 
repair this one. I get that every day.”

Tony Mullen, a sales consultant at 
PLUGS appliance store in Mount Pleas-
ant, can attest to the strains on the industry 
now.

“It’s a very interesting time to be in the 
business,” he said. “... Demand is through 
the roof.”
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T
ris Miles was looking forward to 
serving up a traditional Thanks-
giving meal for her family, but 
just before the big day – her 

dishwasher stopped working. 
“It broke down a week and a day 

before Thanksgiving,” said Miles, who 
has lived on Daniel Island for 16 years. 
“…That’s when everything happens. It 
never fails!”

Miles’ husband was out of town at the 
time, so she decided to take matters into 

her own hands. She watched YouTube 
videos to see if it might be a simple fix. 
When she found out it wasn’t, she began 
calling local appliance repair companies.

“I called tons of places, and it was 
either they didn’t call me back for a 
couple of days or they didn’t fix my 
brand,” Miles said. “…Sometimes, they 
don’t even call you back because I think 
they’re just overwhelmed.”

She even considered replacing the 
dishwasher, but the manufacturer has a 

months-long backlog of orders. Miles’ 
husband tried to fix it himself when he 
returned home, but they still needed 
help. Finally, a repairman was able to 
come out the day before Thanksgiving.

“It was perfect timing, but it was just 
a little pricey,” she said. “…At that point 
you’re kind of between a rock and a hard 
place. We were either going to have to 
wait until February (to get a new one)…
or pay $700 to fix it…Not a good choice 
either way.”

Appliance repair calls 
surging during pandemic

PHOTOS BY MARISA MULE’ VAN HORN
Christian Van Horn, owner of Southern Fried Appliance, repairs a dishwasher for a cus-
tomer. Like many in the appliance repair industry, Van Horn has seen requests for services 
skyrocket during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Southern Fried Appli-
ance answers appliance 
repair calls across the 
Charleston region. The 
overall jump in repair 
calls has been largely 
attributed to pandemic-
related issues – such 
as people being home 
more and difficulties in 
getting certain new ap-
pliances and parts.  

ELIZABETH BUSH
Bruce Jackson (top) and Tyler Ward 
(above) of Crown Building Services cut 
wood and take measurements while 
working on a back porch ceiling project 
on Daniel Island last week.

NIX THE QUICK FIX

ELIZABETH BUSH 
beth@thedanielislandnews.com
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CHERYL BOYLE AND BARBARA VAN NOTRIC

In addition to purchasing your Christmas tree, 
there are other recognizable plants that add to the 
festive spirit of the season. Poinsettias, Thanks-

giving/Christmas cacti, amaryllis and cyclamen make 
wonderful gifts and enhance any home’s holiday 
décor.

Whether purchased or received, there are some im-
portant requirements to consider in order to keep your 
plants healthy throughout the holiday season.
 
POINSETTIA

 The poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherrima), 
undoubtedly the most recognized holiday 
flower, was first introduced to the United 
States from Mexico by fellow South Caro-
linian Joel R. Poinsett in 1828. 

Interestingly, its flowers are actually tight 
yellow clusters lacking petals which are sur-
rounded by colorful bracts, a type of modi-
fied leaf. While poinsettias with red bracts 
are most commonly sold in stores, other 
attractive cultivars including pink, white and 
speckled can be purchased.  

Poinsettias can be kept in the house 
throughout the holiday season by placing them in 
a spot with at least 6 hours of bright, indirect light. 
Poinsettias need moist soil and should be watered 
only when the soil feels dry to the touch. Be sure not 
to let your poinsettia sit in standing water. Over-wa-
tered plants will droop and lose their leaves. 

Ideally, temperatures should not exceed 70 degrees 
during the day or below 50 degrees at night.   

 
THANKSGIVING/CHRISTMAS CACTI 

 Thanksgiving (Schlumbergera truncate) and 
Christmas (Schlumbergera x buckleyi) cacti are al-
ways a favorite holiday plant with their bright, showy 
flowers in an assortment of colors including fuchsia, 
red, pink, white, yellow and orange. 

They can be distinguished by their time of bloom-
ing and by the shape of the margins along their stem 
segments (called phylloclades).  

Thanksgiving cacti, which are typically sold during 
the holiday season, begin blooming in November and 
have serrated edges along their stem segments. Con-
versely, Christmas cacti do not bloom until December 
and have slightly rounded edges along their stem 
segments. Both cacti will continue to bloom for up to 
two months. 

They should be placed in bright, indirect light and 
watered when dry to touch. When nighttime tem-
peratures are above 50 degrees, they can be placed 
outdoors in a partly shaded spot. These cacti make 
great patio and screened porch plants.  

AMARYLLIS
 Just in time for the holidays, amaryllis (Hippeast-

rum species) and its hybrids deliver trumpet-shaped 
flowers in a wide range of colors including red, white, 
pink, orange, salmon or bicolored. They typically 
have two to six flowers per stalk. 

These sun-loving plants grow best indoors in a 
warm, sunny place that receives at least 4 hours of di-
rect sunlight each day. Amaryllis prefer temperatures 
between 70-75 degrees until the roots form and the 
leaves and flower stalks begin to grow. Once the plant 
flowers, cooler temperatures (65 degrees) and indirect 
sunlight will prolong the life of the flower. 

Water only when the soil feels dry to the touch. As 
the plant begins to grow, you should fertilize twice a 
month using a soluble fertilizer recommended for pot-
ted plants at full strength. 

 
CYCLAMEN 

 Florist’s cyclamen (Cyclamen persicum) has heart-
shaped leaves and blooms during the winter months 
in a variety of colors including red, white, pink, rose 
and purple.

Ideal conditions for this plant are cool daytime tem-

peratures between 60-65 degrees, bright indirect light 
and a nighttime temperature of 50 degrees. If your 
house is too warm, the plant will begin to yellow and 
the flowers will fade rapidly, so the perfect spot might 
be on your porch, balcony, or deck. 

Water only when the soil is dry to the touch and 
soak the soil thoroughly. Always water around the 
edge of the pot or from below the leaves so that water 
doesn’t touch the stem or leaves which can cause 
them to rot. 

Most cyclamen will bloom for up to four weeks. 
You can encourage more flowers by deadheading 
spent flowers. Grab the spent flower stem securely 
and pull off completely from the crown of the plant.  

 For garden enthusiasts who want to know how to 
maintain these plants even after the holiday season, 
you can learn more at the Clemson Cooperative Ex-
tension Home & Garden Information Center at hgic.
clemson.edu/.

 Cheryl Boyle and Barbara Van Notric are Tri-
County Master Gardeners with Clemson Extension 
and Daniel Island Garden Club members.

PROVIDED
Clockwise from above: Poinsettias, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas cacti, amaryllis, and cyclamen are holiday 
house plant favorites. With a little extra care they can 
last well into the new year.

Keep your holiday plants healthyin bloom
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Unique opportunity to own this downtown Daniel Island rooftop 
penthouse. One of only 2 with its own private terrace. Perfect for 
entertaining or just enjoying sunset views over downtown Daniel 
Island. This elegant penthouse condominium is move in ready. 
High ceilings, an open floorplan with lots of natural light, wood 
floors, fireplace, and a gourmet kitchen are just a few of the 
features that are sure to impress. This location is in the heart of 
everything. Walk to restaurants and shops. Enjoy miles of walking 
paths that meander through parks and along the marshes and 
rivers. Two reserved parking spaces and a private penthouse 
entrance to the building. These opportunities do not come along 
very often for stress free living in such a central location.

BART JACKSON
Sales Associate
Cell Number: 843.224.8944
Email: bart.jackson@peacesir.com
Website: bjackson.peacesir.com
License #78715

Peace Sotheby’s International Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. 

Newly Listed in Downtown Daniel Island: 

225 Seven Farms Dr, #304

3 BED | 3.5 BATH | $ 809,000 | 2,407 SQ.FT.

PHILIP M. BOWMAN
sports@thedanielislandnews.com

The Bishop England High 
School athletic teams will soon be 
back in action after being sidelined 
last week by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, which forced cancellation 
of games and practices, while the 
school went back to virtual classes.

Paul Runey, the school’s athletic 
director, said practices will resume 
at the beginning of next week - 
Dec. 21 - for both girls’ and boys’ 
basketball and wrestling.

“The basketball teams are sched-
uled to play in a Christmas tourna-
ment, but I’ll take a hard look at 
that,” Runey said. “We don’t want 
to risk exposing any of the players 
right before region play begins.”

The Bishop basketball teams lost 
five games because of the shutdown 
and are next scheduled to play Dec. 
28-30 in the Carolina Invitational. 
That’s an event that gives the 
Bishops a chance to add hardware 
to their trophy case.

But what really matters is Region 
8-AAA play, which determines if a 
team qualifies for the state playoffs. 
The Bishop basketball teams play 
Oceanside Collegiate Academy in 
the region-opener on Jan. 5.

The shutdown commenced when 
a Bishop England boys’ basketball 
player tested positive soon after a 
Bishop girls’ game was canceled 
because the opposing team had a 
player test positive for the virus.

Then, a Bishop England student, 
who didn’t play sports, came down 
with the virus and classes on cam-
pus came to a halt, Runey said.

Practices will resume next week, 
and students will return to campus 
for classes after the holiday break, 
Runey said.

“That will give us about a month 
to keep students apart,” Runey said. 
“When it comes to sports, the kids 
know they have to be careful if they 
want to play.”

The Bishops play at Father 
O’Brien Gymnasium, which has a 

capacity of more than 1,000. The 
Bishops currently limit capacity to 
250 per game, 125 on each side of 
the gym. That includes the players, 
coaches and officials.

Every player’s parents, from 
junior varsity to varsity, get two 
tickets. Runey usually sets aside 
100 tickets for the opposing teams.

Crowds are so limited that the 
gym is cleared of fans between 
games. In other words, if you at-
tend to watch the girls’ JV game, 
you cannot stay for boys’ JV or the 
varsity games. The gym is emptied, 
cleaned and sanitized before every 
game.

Runey said the attendance policy 
should remain in place. But if the 
pandemic continues to rage, games 
might be played with players, 
coaches and officials only.

While basketball involves 
contact, it’s the other winter sport, 
wrestling, that involves arguably 
the most contact.

The National Federation of High 

School Sports ranks wrestling as a 
high-risk sport because of continual 
contact. In football, contact lasts 
5 to 10 seconds. Wrestling, on the 
other hand, is divided into 3-minute 

periods with non-stop contact.
“I don’t know how we’re going 

to handle wrestling,” Runey said. 
“It’s going to be interesting.”

Stay tuned.

Bishop England sports teams taking a timeout

JEEP MCCABE
Set to face James Island on Dec. 3, the Battling Bishops were excited to 
take the court. Temporarily sidelined as Bishop England halted extracur-
ricular activities for COVID-19 safety precautions, the teams are expected to 
play in a Christmas break tournament.
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308 King Street
843.723.3594
croghansjewelbox.comone family...one hundred years

VOTED CHARLESTON’S BEST JEWELRY STORE 20 YEARS
TEXT 843-723-3594
info@croghansjewelbox.com

Mount Pleasant Towne Centre | Belk Drive 
843.849.7859

Downtown Charleston | 294 King Street 
843.723.8603

Largest 
Assortment of 

Men’s and 
Women’s 

Barbour 
in the 

Southeast!

Purchase a 
Barbour and get  a 

FREE MONOGRAM! 
This Friday and Saturday only!

9:30-6:30pm
Downtown location only.

For Christmas this year, 
my family has decided not to 
exchange gifts. Instead, we will 
make donations to help people 
in need. 

However, Brody, the amazing 
fish-finding, and stock-trading 
dog did not get the memo.  

Here is Brody’s Christmas 
Wish List:

 1. A smarter human. While my 
human is nice enough, he is not 
able to find fish or trade stocks 
without me. Frankly, my back 
hurts from carrying this guy. 

 2. A human that can recog-
nize a fishing pattern. Everyone 
knows that when the water 

temperature drops below 52 
degrees, the metabolism of trout 
and redfish really slows down. 
To catch them consistently, you 
must use smaller lures with a 
super slow retrieve cadence. Is it 
too much to ask that my human 
learns this?

3. A human that does not want 
me to launch the boat. It is a 
major accomplishment for a dog 
to drive. Heck, I even have super 
high Uber and Lyft driver ratings. 
However, my human insists that 
I learn to back up a boat trailer. 
I feel like my accomplishments 
are undervalued. How about a 
little recognition under the tree? I 
promised not to pee on it!

4. A new life jacket. It is 
important for dogs to wear a life 
jacket while on a boat or dock. 
I have gained a little weight and 
my jacket is a little snug. Please 
make it adjustable. I plan to lose 
the weight before beach season.

5. A Peloton bike so I can get 
back into shape. If I can drive 
and back up a boat trailer, riding 
a bike should be a breeze. The 
spring fashion line up for dogs is 
most revealing. If I ever encoun-
ter a fashion designer, I swear I 
will bite them.

6. A three-month supply of 
Z-Man Finesse TRD lures in The 
Deal and Hot Snakes colors. My 
human spends entirely too much 
time at the tackle store. To tell 
the truth, he should spend that 
time learning to throw a stick. 
His throwing technique is embar-
rassing. All the other dogs laugh 
at him.

7. Santa, I have been a good 
dog. Please make a note of it.  

 Brody and I wish you the hap-
piest of holidays. Give yourself a 
present and go fishing.

Contact Captain Greg Peralta 
at captgregp@gmail.com or call 
843-224-0099.

Brody’s wish list for Santa
fishing 
trends

 GREG PERALTA

PROVIDED
Capt. Greg Peralta holds up the bonito that he said he “caught on the fly. Of 
course, Brody actually found the fish.”
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It’s been my honor to help 
my clients realize their 
home dreams in 2020.

Cara Schaafsma
843-345-3612 | carasellscharleston.com

cara.schaafsma@carolinaone.com 
(above)

504 Sanders 
Farm Ln.
Wando

786 Goodlet Circle | James Island

812 Mary River Ln. | James Island

606 Daggett St. Daniel Island

85 Iron Bottom | Daniel Island

1 Harlem | Downtown Charleston

362 Matuskovic | Moncks Corner

557 Pritchards Pt.
Mt. Pleasant 229 Whirlway Dr.

Moncks Corner

919 Etiwan Park St. | Daniel Island

Moving You Forward...Moving You Onward...Moving You Homeward

1923 Pierce St. | Daniel Island535 Park Crossing-Daniel Island

@Move Forward Real Estate Services 
with Cara Schaafsma at Carolina One

PHILIP M. BOWMAN
sports@thedanielislandnews.com

There were some incredible 
stats, honors and accomplishments 
surrounding the Philip Simmons 
High School volleyball team for the 
just-completed 2020 season.

But the one that really stands 
out is that the Iron Horses had four 
players make all-region 6-AA. 
They included Maya Gerding, Kate 
Johnson, Julia Wood and Peyton 
Trivolet. The four had a com-
bined GPA average of 4.974 on a 
weighted scale.

“The girls are so smart,” said 
coach Jay Watterworth, whose 
team finished the season with a 
15-2 record, reaching the Class 
AA Lower State championship. “It 
helps us out that they understand 
the game. I have some pretty smart 
girls. Fortunately, the sport I coach 
has girls who do well in school. That 

translates into success on the court.”
Johnson is ranked No. 2 in the 

senior class, according to Watter-
worth, while Wood is ranked No. 2 
in the junior class.

Johnson and Gerding, both mem-
bers of the Class of 2021, earned 
all-state honors as well.

Gerding had 55 aces, 116 kills 
and a .345 hitting percentage. 
Johnson, who has been with the 
program for four years, tallied 27 
blocks and 81 kills. She had a .387 
hitting percentage.

“Maya is a two-time all-state 
selection,” Watterworth said. “She 
will leave as the school’s all-time 
career leader in kills and hitting 
percentage and second in digs and 
aces. We will have huge holes to 
fill. She’s been the go-to person on 
the team for two straight years.”

Watterworth also had high praise 
for Johnson, who showed improve-

ment every year.
“She’s developed and improved 

so much ... She doesn’t make too 
many mistakes,” Watterworth said. 

Wood, who made all-region, re-
corded 109 digs and 46 aces, while 
Trivolet, the freshman, recorded 
110 digs.

Watterworth attended North 
Greenville University, where he 
became involved in intramural 
volleyball. After graduating, Wat-
terworth returned to Charleston 
and began his teaching career at 
Goose Creek High School, where 
he served as the head coach for 10 
years. He guided the Gators to six 
playoff appearances.

He was named coach of the Iron 
Horses in 2017, steadily turning 
the program into one of the best 
Class AA teams in the state, and the 
program should continue to be on 
the upswing in 2021. 

Watterworth says he’s just like 
any other coach when he talks 
about next year. He’s making a list 
of returners who could finally get to 
the state championship. He also has 
a good handle on the young players 
on the team.

“I have four or five sophomores 

who played on the junior varsity 
team that lost only one match this 
season,” Watterworth said. “They 
took Bishop England to five sets in 
their only loss. The junior varsity 
did more than you could ask for. 
I’m just as excited for next year as I 
was this year.”

Iron Horses Johnson, Gerding earn all-state honors 

PROVIDED
Philip Simmons volleyball standouts Kate Johnson (left) and Maya Gerding 
(right) earned all-state honors for 2020 season.

Four volleyball players make all-region team
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Send your advertising 
or news inquiries to:

Ronda: ronda@
thedanielislandnews.com

Sue: sdetar@
thedanielislandnews.com

or

Thomas Moyer tops Mingledorff and Patterson, wins a New York Butcher Shoppe gift card

843.856.2909 
AtlanticShield.com

agencycontact@atlanticshield.com 

M-F: 9am-4pm or by appointment

Hill Shaw 
Owner

hshaw@atlanticshield.com

Focused on insuring 
the community I call home

DANIEL ISLAND’S BOUTIQUE BUILDER
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THE LOWCOUNTRY’S BOUTIQUE BUILDER
TWELVE TIME PRISM AWARD WINNER • Look for us on Houzz, Facebook, and Instagram      

OUTDOOR SPACESS P R I N G  I S  C A L L I N G  F O R  B E A U T I F U L

DANIEL ISLAND’S BOUTIQUE BUILDER

S U M M E R  I S  C A L L I N G  F O R  B E A U T I F U L

ROB CRAWFORD, OWNER
843.388.5550 | 220 Coleman Blvd. 

Mount Pleasant
Rob@RenaissanceSouth.com

RenaissanceSouth.com
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Nancy Carol Crick
843.990.8528

nancycarol.crick
@carolinaoneplus.com

I pledge to make my 
very best effort for you 

on each “play”.

Thomas Moyer wins again! His 
9-2 score beat Chris Mingledorff 
and Michael Patterson with Min-
gledorff and Patterson Law Firm’s 
8-2 score. 

Thomas’s gift card prize will 
allow him to enjoy a nice purchase 
from the New York Butcher Shoppe.

“Winning twice in one season is 
amazingly lucky,” wrote Thomas 
per email. 

Each week between now and the 
Super Bowl, readers will be given 
an opportunity to “Beat the Spon-
sor” and to win great prizes. Want 
to play? Sign up to have the games 

emailed to you each week by email-
ing katherine@thedanielislandnews.
com to be added to the email list, 
or enter the above link in your URL 
for this week’s games, or go to our 
Facebook page or website to find a 
link. To be eligible to win, you must 
select your entries online by noon 

on Friday.  There is no cost to enter.
Each week, we will also include 

a running win-loss record for each 
of our sponsors and the paper will 
donate $500 to the charity of choice 
for the sponsor who has the best 
overall win-loss record at the end of 
the season. Thomas Moyer
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PIG SKIN
PICK-’EM
Challenge

B E A T  T O M  W E R N E R  W I T H 
W H A T N O T  S E R V I C E S

for an opportunity to win a $50 gift 
card to the Daniel Island Grille.

Tom Werner 
Whatnot Services

Ashley Severance,
Broker-in-Charge

843.991.7197

Search listings
hassle-free at

AtlanticProps.com

Ashley Severance 
is the proud recipient of the

REALTORS of Distinction
PLATINUM AWARD 

VISIT 
WWW.ATLANTICPROPS.COM 

TO LEARN MORE!

Business Law | Civil Litigation
Estate Planning

www.mptrial.com
P: 843-471-1015 | F: 843-996-1403

michael@mptrial.com | chris@mptrial.com
260 Seven Farms Dr. | Suite B | Daniel Island, SC 29492

Michael E. Patterson, Jr.
Chris Mingledorff

 W
ha

tnot Services, LLC        843.729.1056

CRAWLSPACE 
SERVICES & 

GENERAL 
HANDYMAN

843.729.1056
WhatnotServices

@yahoo.com

G. Ryan Butler
Owner

895 Island Park Drive 
#203

Charleston

843.200.6097

Ryan@
ShelterCustomBuiltLiving.com
ShelterCustomBuiltLiving.com
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 In the play “Steel Magnolias,” writ-
ten by Robert Harling, Truvy Jones is 
a beauty salon owner who keeps the 
hairdos high and the gossip flowing in a 
small Louisiana town. The story follows 
six friends spanning three generations, 
and centers on themes of love, laughter, 
grace, community, and the strength of 
genuine friendship. Philip Simmons 
High School’s (PSHS) all-female cast 
of “Steel Magnolias’’ can truly relate to 
one of Truvy’s favorite quotes: “Laugh-
ter through tears is my favorite emo-
tion.”  

Grit, determination, and collabora-
tion have made the dream of a full-
length production possible in times of 
COVID-19. The newly formed theater 
department at PSHS is pulling together a 
streamed production of “Steel Magno-
lias.” There will only be one perfor-
mance, on Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. The show 
will be streamed through the Showtix4u.
com platform, and tickets in the form 
of access links to the website went on 
sale Dec. 14. Check PSHS social media 
pages for details and links to purchase 
tickets. 

 Taylor South, English teacher and 
theater department head, explained, “It 
has been a challenge on so many levels, 
and all the more rewarding. Being such 
a new school, we have been trying to get 
a solid theatre program up and running 
for the last two years. We have accom-
plished so many great things, but a full-
length production has eluded us. Our 
plans for a production last spring were 
put to a stop when the school closed on 
what would have been our first day of 
rehearsal.”

“There have been many limitations,” 
she continued. “No audience, keeping 
the actors distanced as much as possible, 
not knowing definite decisions until 
the last minute as the district is trying 
to keep everyone well and still offer 
the best learning experience we can. 
As a performer, not having an audi-
ence is such a challenge. They need that 
energy and reaction to encourage them 

and keep them going. As a director, not 
being able to have the actors touch or 
interact physically is extraordinarily 
strange!” 

 Parents and volunteers were not 

permitted to help with construction, so 
the students also carried the roles of set 
designers and builders. 

“I am so proud of these girls and all 
the kids who have had a hand in this. It 

would have been easy for them to say 
this is too much to take on, but they said 
they couldn’t wait any longer to breathe 
life into this stage after so long,” South 
said. “A cast of only six allows for so 
much fun, and this is an amazingly fun 
group of kids to work with, but it also 
means that there are no small parts and 
close to 25 full pages of dialogue for 
each character to memorize and per-
form; it’s a daunting task.” 

 The group has rehearsed in person, 
via Google Meet, and has had to com-
pletely revise the process of making a 
script come to life.

 “This production means the world to 
us, especially the seniors,” cast member 
Lauren Bartow said. “It is our chance to 
see everything we have worked so hard 
for over the last few years finally take 
off, to outlast us and to build a legacy 
as the first group to set this all up and 
leave something great for those coming 
after us.” 

 Charlotte Francis, who plays the part 
of M’lynn, said that she loved the chal-
lenge of creating the character and is ex-
cited about performing live after months 
of isolation during the pandemic.

 “Our Philip Simmons PTSA and 
community have both been very pas-
sionate and supportive about helping 
grow our Related Arts Programs,” said 
Teresa Francis, Parent Teacher Student 
Association Related Arts Chair. “We 
are so grateful for all the generosity 
and ways our community has supported 
theatre at PSHS with the talent and dedi-
cation of our students and staff. I know 
big, exciting things are in the future. 
This is just the beginning.”

Philip Simmons High School launches theater program with ‘Steel Magnolias’
THE SHOW MUST GO ON

PSHS CAST MEMBERS
• Truvy: Hannah Magner (sophomore)
• Annelle: Clara Whitehead (junior)
• Clairee: Hannah Martin (senior)
• M’lynn: Charlotte Francis (junior)
• Shelby: Sophia Shulse (freshman)
• Ouiser: Emma Bryson (freshman)
• Lauren Bartow: Lighting Designer 
and Stage Manager (senior)

PROVIDED 
Philip Simmons High School will present its first full-length 
play, “Steel Magnolias,” on Saturday, Dec. 19 online. 



December 17-23, 2020  ■  The Daniel Island News      thedanielislandnews.com    |  29

 

 

Investment and Insurance Products: 
 
 

NOT FDIC-Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value 
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC 
and Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC, separate registered broker-dealers and non-
bank affiliates of Wells Fargo & Company. WellsTrade brokerage accounts are offered 
through WFCS. ©2013 Wells Fargo Advisors. All rights reserved. CAR-0118-03887. 
 

James Platzer achieves                
2018 Premier Advisor designation  

For the ninth consecutive year, island 
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services continuing education.  He has lived on Daniel 
Island, with his wife Heather, since 1999. 

James Platzer, Senior Vice President 
Fundamental Choice Portfolio Manager 
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For the fifteenth consecutive year, island resident James 
Platzer, a Managing Director, has earned the distinction of 
being named a Premier Advisor with Wells Fargo Advisors.

James is among an elite group of Financial Advisors who 
meet or exceed Wells Fargo Advisors’ standards as mea-
sured by the firm’s criteria for holistic client-service best 
practices and financial services continuing education. He 
has lived on Daniel Island, with his wife Heather, since 1999.

James Platzer achieves 
2020 Premier Advisor Designation

James Platzer, Managing Director
Senior PIM Portfolio Manager

AREAS OF PRACTICE 
CONSTRUCTION DEFECT CLAIMS

Improper Installation of:  
Siding | Brick | Stucco | Windows | Flashings

Water Intrusion
Structural Issues
Termite Damage

234 Seven Farms Drive
Suite 128

Daniel Island 
(above Sandy’s Cleaners)

ChakerisLawFirm.com | 843-853-5678
CHAKERIS  LAW  FIRM

C L F

REAL ESTATE 
TRANSACTIONS

Residential
Commercial
Multi-Family

John Chakeris Taso H. Chakeris
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Shop Local for the Holidays
of not having 

to cook!

Give the gift

843-867-6066
mpishirestaurant.com

Online Ordering 

Breakfast, lunch and 
dinner to please the 

whole family

162 Seven Farms Drive 
Suite 340 

Daniel Island

Mpishi 
Gift Cards available

DINE-IN OR CARRY-OU T

15% OFF
Schlerotherapy in December

Gift Certificates Available

“Where Happiness 
Blumes From Within”

• Floral Deliveries
• Holiday Decorating
• Weddings 
• Special Events

843.790.7189
Mention this ad & 
receive 10% off!

The Island’s one stop shop for all your 
holiday floral & decorating needs

Blume-Designs.com

MISTY JO NEILSON 
news@thedanielislandnews.com

After 30 years working as an Air Force of-
ficer and Wall Street executive, Mike Ferrara 
wanted to get creative. In 2014, he retired 
from financial services giant Morgan Stanley 
and began a career writing books from his 
Daniel Island home.

His first two novels, “The Land of the Mil-
lion Elephants,” and its sequel, “The Sons 
of Lubyanka,” are historical-fiction based on 
his experiences in the Vietnam War and the 
military space program in Washington, D.C. 
They are both spy novels packed with action 
and adventure involving the CIA and the 
North Vietnamese drug trade.

Ferrara said his first two books were 
easy to write because they are based on his 
real life connections, and his characters are 
compilations of people he knew and served 
with in the military. They featured a lot of 
men and war stories, according to Ferrara. 
But his current novel, “Breezing,” a jaunt 
into the world of thoroughbred horse racing, 
was more difficult to write especially since it 
features a female protagonist.

“Every publisher told me I should continue 
with the spy, action, thriller genre,” Ferrara 
said, “but I wanted to do something different 
so I wrote ‘Breezing,’ which is very, very 
different from my first two books.”

“Breezing” follows the triumphs and trage-
dies of a gifted female jockey and her trainer 
and coach. Their journey takes them through 
the famed racetracks of Saratoga, Kentucky, 
and Churchill Downs. Ferrara grew up in 
upstate New York near Saratoga Springs and 
has loved thoroughbred racing and going to 
the track since he was a child. For the book, 
he conducted a breadth of research into horse 
training and racing, providing vivid detail 
that makes the story more realistic.

So far his third novel is the charm. 
“Breezing” has been selling well in Eng-
land, Australia, Canada and the U.S. and 
is garnering positive reviews from interna-
tional critics and Amazon readers. Ferrara 
thinks he has found more success with 
“Breezing” because it appeals to a broader 
audience and because his new publisher, 
a small company called Bublish based in 
Mount Pleasant, has done such a good job 

promoting the book. 
The subject matter appeals to horse en-

thusiasts along with fans of romance, young 
adult and sports fiction. Ferrara said the book 
is also sparking interest through horse-related 
groups on Facebook and other social media.

“So much of the literary business today is 
media driven,” he said. “On Amazon I have 
over 100 reader reviews with a 4.6 out of 5 
average rating ... and that generates a virtual 
upward spiral; the better the ratings are, the 
better the reviews are, the better the sales 
are.”

His fourth book isn’t straying far from the 
racetrack. Ferrara describes it as a Sopranos-
style novel about the Mafia cheating at horse 
racing at Saratoga in 1978. This time he’s po-
sitioning the story as a screenplay to try and 
branch out to different media. If that doesn’t 
work out, he’s happy to have it published.

“The great thing about writing a book is 
that someone will read it 100 years from now 
after I’ve gone,” Ferrara said. “Just knowing 
you’ve done something creative that people 
can enjoy for many decades, it’s a pretty 
good feeling.”

PROVIDED
Mike Ferrara’s latest novel, “Breezing,” is a 
fast-paced story of triumph and tragedy set in 
the turbulent world of thoroughbred racing.

Local author publishes his third novel, ‘Breezing’ 



The wreath above the hot pool, shaped like 
a peace sign, was the only indication of the 
holiday season. A cool drizzle fell into the 
steaming water. We prodded each other by 
saying, “We’ll never see these people again” 
and slipped into the hot tub among the 20 
strangers.

My husband Mark and I had come to 
Harbin Hot Springs for a unique California 
experience and knew we had found it imme-
diately upon checking in. 

Despite its wine country location, no 
alcohol was allowed. If you went into town 
for dinner, you were even prohibited from 
bathing for two hours because others would 
perceive it emanating from your pores. No 
cell phones were permitted. There were two 
pay phones but one was broken and one 
often had a sign: “We are meditating nearby, 

so please no phone calls. Namaste.” 
Surrounded by deep breathing, we tried 

to relax and averted our gazes to the crystals 
hanging from tree branches. 

And then Mark whispered, “Uh-oh, what’s 
going on now?”

Crouching at the poolside, a woman was 
lighting candles embedded into a wreath 
and placing it on her head like a crown. She 
cradled a bowl of smoking aromatic leaves 
and slid into the misty tub humming “Santa 
Lucia.”

“Would you like to be smudged?” she 
asked each of us before blowing perfumed 
smoke into our faces. 

I thought, “No!” but I said, “OK.” 
The mood for the winter solstice was set. 

Next, she directed us all to turn toward the 
east. Confusedly, the bathers turned in one 
direction and another until she said, “This 
way is east.” Obediently we reached from the 
warm water into the cool night air. “We raise 
our hands to the east from which all wisdom 
flows.” We turned together. “We raise our 
hands to the south and honor the summer 

heat that warms our bodies. We turn to the 
north to welcome the winter winds. We in-
hale Mother’s energy coming from the Earth 
below us. We open our mouths to Father sky 
and swallow his fertile drops of rain.”  

Then, at her direction, we circled like chil-
dren and sang “Amazing Grace, how sweet 
the sound…”

Our Santa Lucia took a large basket of 
grapes from the pool deck. “Take a grape and 
feed it to the person next to you. As you do, 
bless them with an incantation for the new 
season.” 

The woman to Mark’s right held a grape 
above his head. He opened his mouth like 
a hungry baby bird. “For love and family,” 
she crooned. He lifted a grape for me and 
sneered, “May God have mercy on your 
soul,” with only a hint of humor.  

Harbin Hot Springs was developed as a 
spa by settlers in the 1860s, run as a com-
mune in the 1970s and sold to a New Age 
Church of Being in 1975 to become a retreat 
center and intentional community. When 
we visited in 2004, several people lived in 
unique homes within the 1,700 acres. 

In 2015, it was decimated by a fire, but 
is rebuilding and accepting limited guests 
now. Creating guest experiences that are 
“consciousness-altering and deeply transper-
sonal, with a feeling of unity, and mental and 
physical calmness” is their mission. Guests 
come to the gorgeous setting from around the 
world to digitally detox and for treatments 
such as Watsu (a water massage that was in-
vented there), events (such as unconditional 
dances, pipe ceremonies and drum circles) 
and classes (such as intimacy, yoga, move-
ment and wellness).   

Every winter solstice we remember our 
unique silent night, hum “Santa Lucia” to 
ourselves, eat a grape, and smile.

For more information about Harbin Hot 
Springs, visit harbin.org.
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Shop Local for the Holidays

843.867.6040
186 Seven Farms Dr. @houseofsage

We offer 
Curbside 
Pick-up

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE
HouseofSage.com Wo m e n’s  C l o t h i n g  | Ac c e s s o r i e s  |  G i f t s

843.471.1310
194 Seven Farms Drive

Daniel Island

Follow us @ ShopPaisleyDI 
for Special Discounts, 
Pop Ups & Giveaways!

Hol iday Hours:  Monday-Saturday 10-6

Thank you all!
Voted Best 
Gift Shop 2021
Mount Pleasant

• Unique Jewelry 
• Accessories
• Home Decor 
• Baby & More
• for the Special People 
  on Your Gift List

Belle Hall Shopping Center
644-0 Long Point Rd.
Mount Pleasant 

ShopZinnia.com
843.388.9433

@shopzinnia

roadtrips
charleston
CAROL ANTMAN

Our hippy holiday at Harbin Hot Springs
Every winter solstice we  

remember our unique silent night, 
hum ‘Santa Lucia’ to ourselves,  

eat a grape, and smile.



PROVIDED
The Humanities Foundation 
has been a leader in provid-
ing affordable housing for 
families since 1992 to the 
Lowcountry community, in-
cluding Daniel Island. Beyond 
affordable housing, the Foun-
dation provides a wide range 
of services to assist residents 
with human service’s needs.  
Enhancing the lives of the 
youth residing in our afford-
able housing communities 
is an important initiative. 
Members of the Exchange 

Club helping with the gifts included, left to right, Lamar Mowatt with the Humanities Foun-
dation, and Exchange Club members Dixie Fanning, secretary;  Alexandra Lanza, event 
coordinator; Jim Herzog; president; and Joe Delpino, president-elect.
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Rick Hendrick BMW

John Fulp
Daniel Island Resident

Direct Line
843.402.6596

E-mail
John.Fulp@HendrickAuto.com

“Your Daniel Island BMW Connection”

1518 Savannah Highway
Charleston, SC 29407

www.RickHendrickBMW.com

Ask for John and mention this ad when test driving a car to receive a complimentary BMW gift.

13 Convenient 
 Lowcountry Locations
13 Convenient 
 Lowcountry Locations

Flu Shots | Flu CareFlu Shots | Flu Care

» Open late and weekends.

» Walk-ins welcome.
» Open late and weekends.

» Walk-ins welcome.

Follow us
on Instagram

PROVIDED
The Exchange Club of Daniel Island held its 
Third Annual Angel Tree for the Humanities 
Foundation on Dec. 10. The club collected 
gifts for 43 children including bikes, toys, 
games, and clothing. This year was a little 
different from previous years due to CO-
VID-19. The club held a Holiday Parking Lot 
Party and Toy Drop Drive-Thru.

Daniel Island Exchange Club hosts Angel Tree

Above: On Dec. 12, pastors from island churches 
shared scripture, prayer, and words of hope at the 

Blessing of the Nativity. The new nativity display 
was spear-headed by Frank Walsh and built by 

Johnston Signs. The nativity is on display in front 
of the Volvo Car Stadium. Pictured are: Pastor 

Paul Sorensen of One Fellowship, Father West of 
St. Clare of Assisi, Pastor Freemyer of Providence 

Church, and Frank Walsh. At right: Regan, and 
her mother Elizabeth DeStefano, pray before the 

recently blessed nativity display.

BLESSING OF THE NATIVITY
PHOTOS BY SUZANNE DETAR
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Wellmore of Daniel Island
INDEPENDENT LIVING +
focuses on the transition from full 
independence to independence
with light support. By providing 
a lifestyle rich with services
and amenities and on-site 
care if needed, it is truly 
care-free living.

580 Robert Daniel Drive
Charleston, SC 29492
(843) 402-8693
Well-More.com

CALL TODAY
(843) 402-8693



COMING UP
HOLIDAY POPS CONCERT: The Charleston 
Symphony, with partner Charleston County 
Parks, to offer free tickets to the Holiday 
Festival of Lights with purchase of two full 
price tickets to Holiday Pops! (Use code 
CSOLIGHTS at checkout.) Three performances 
- Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 19 noon and 7:30 
p.m., at the Gaillard Center. With less than 400 
patrons in the hall per concert, the seats will be 
socially-distanced from other guests. Go online 
to charlestonsymphony.org/event/holiday-
pops-2/2020-12-18/#rsvp-now.
PHILIPS SIMMONS HIGH SCHOOL THE-
ATER: The newly formed PSHS theater 
department will stream a production of Steel 
Magnolias on Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. through the 

Showtix4u.com platform. Tickets in the form of 
access links to the website go on sale Dec. 14. 
Check PSHS social media pages for details 
and links to purchase tickets.
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE: The Rotary Club of 
Daniel Island is a service organization with 
about 75 members of all ages. Would you like 
to learn more about what we do and how you 
might get involved? Join us for an informative 
virtual meeting on Jan. 11 at 5:30 p.m. Start the 
new year off by getting involved and making a 
difference in your community. To register, email 
Mary Jo Romeo at maryjo@mjrcac.com.

REGULAR MEETINGS
SOUTH BERKELEY DEMOCRATS meet virtu-
ally the third Saturday of each month at 10 a.m. 
Visit online at berkeleydems.com/calendar to 

learn about accessing the meeting online. 
THE ROTARY CLUB OF DANIEL ISLAND 
meets every Wednesday at 7:30 a.m. both in 
person at the Daniel Island Club and virtu-
ally. For more information on attending, email 
maryjo@mjrcac.com. For details, visit danielis-
landrotary.com.
TOASTMASTERS OF DANIEL ISLAND 
meet on Zoom on Saturdays at 10 a.m. Every 
member practices giving speeches and has 
the opportunity to develop communication and 
leadership skills. These in turn foster greater 
self-confidence and personal growth. We’re 
having a membership drive with advantages 
if you join before the end of the year. Email 
claire@eduave.com and see us at https://www.
facebook.com/DITMClub.
THE COMMUNITY SPEAKER SERIES, spon-

sored by the Daniel Island Rotary Club, Daniel 
Island Club, Daniel Island Community Fund 
and Daniel Island Business Association. For 
the complete schedule, go to danielislandrotary.
com. 
THE DANIEL ISLAND GARDEN CLUB meets 
the second Wednesday of each month at 
the Holy Cross Episcopal Church Parish Hall 
at 3 p.m. The group will exercise COVID-19 
safety precautions and the meetings can also 
be viewed on Zoom. Contact Linda Price, 
lmcwpr@gmail.com.
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GOT AN ANNOUNCEMENT? 
Please send details about local events to 

calendar@thedanielislandnews.com.

1951 Clements Ferry Rd, Suite 203  
843.471.2378 

AllEyesVision.com

SUNGLASSES
make a great gift!

Choose from
• Costa 
• Ray Ban 
• Nike 
• Champion 
• Tori Burch 

• Lilly Pulitzer 
• Longchamp 
• and other 
 designers!

Stephanie W. Mackara, JD
Principal Wealth Advisor

843-763-4499
smackara@charlestonIA.com|charlestoninvestmentadvisors.com

 It’s Your life, plan it well.

SAVE THE DATE CALENDAR

meet ingNOTES
These are the issues coming before various City of 

Charleston boards and committees and the review results that 
are specific to Daniel Island and the Cainhoy area. All meet-
ings are open for public comment except the TRC meetings.

 
CITY OF CHARLESTON DESIGN REVIEW 
BOARD

A meeting of the Design Review Board was held on Dec. 
7. Items on the agenda for Daniel Island or the Cainhoy 
peninsula included:

• Request preliminary approval for the renovation/addition 
to the existing Volvo Car stadium at 161 Seven Farms Dr. 
(Daniel Island). Owner: City of Charleston; Applicant: LS3P 
Associates, LTD. The application received preliminary ap-
proval with a request for more study on the use of turf grass.

 
CITY OF CHARLESTON BOARD OF ZONING 
APPEALS-SITE DESIGN

A meeting of the BZA-SD was held Dec. 2. Items on the 

agenda for Daniel Island or the Cainhoy peninsula included:
• Request for a special exception from Sec. 54-327 to 

allow the removal of one grand tree at 485 Lesesne Street 
(Daniel Island). Owner and applicant: Chad Colman

• Request a variance from Sec. 54-330 to allow a reduced 
construction setback from the base of one grand tree at 
860 Forrest Drive (Cainhoy). Owner and applicant: Lennar 
Homes

Meeting results had not been posted to the City of Charles-
ton website at press time.

CITY OF CHARLESTON TECHNICAL REVIEW 
BOARD

A meeting of the City of Charleston Technical Review 
Committee will be held at 9 a.m. on Dec. 17 via Zoom. To 
access via telephone, dial 1 (301) 715-8592, then Webinar 
ID# 859 6475 0850, followed by password 682487. Items 
on the agenda for Daniel Island or the Cainhoy peninsula 
include:

• Volvo Car Stadium modifications to site and building. 
161 Seven Farms Drive, Daniel Island. Second review. 
Owner: City of Charleston (Leasee: Beemok Sports LLC) 
Applicant: Seamon, Whiteside & Associates 843-884-1667 
Contact: Paul Peeples, ppeeples@seamonwhiteside.com.

REGULARLY SCHEDULED COUNCIL 
MEETINGS

• Berkeley County Council conducts its regularly sched-
uled meetings on the fourth Monday of each month at 6 
p.m. at the Berkeley County Administration Building, 1003 
Highway 52, Moncks Corner.

• Berkeley County Board of Education meetings are held 
twice each month. The second meeting of each month in-
cludes special recognitions of students, employees and com-
munity members. The Executive Committee meets at 5:30 
p.m. with the public meeting beginning at 6:30 p.m.

• Charleston City Council conducts its meetings on the 
second and fourth Thursdays of each month at 5 p.m.
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Give some holiday cheer to your fur loves with

Follow us: 

Holiday 
Gift 

Baskets!
Many to 
choose 
from or 
create 
your own.

Grooming
843.471.1131

Retail & Barkery
843.471.1199

864 Island Park Drive
Suite 103 | Daniel Island

MichaelsBarkery.com

843.364.8334

Commercial 
Residential
Licensed 
Bonded & Insured

diamondgirlannette@yahoo.com

Women helping women 
have a life!

• Now have 12 teams serving Daniel Island

• In business since 2005

• MOVE IN/MOVE OUTS NO PROBLEM

843.364.8334

“Like” us 
on Facebook

REFER 
A FRIEND 
& GET

YOUR NEXT
CLEANING! We take 

all necessary 
precautions 

to ensure 
our clients 

safety.

1 HOUR OFF!

Visit scdhec.gov/findatest or call 1-855-472-3432  
to find COVID-19 testing near you. 

DHEC wants everyone to be safe 
and healthy this holiday season.  
If you plan on visiting family or friends, be positive that you’re 
negative before you go. Get tested for COVID-19 and know your 
results before traveling to or hosting a gathering. 

Continue to wear a mask, keep a safe distance, and avoid large 
gatherings even if you test negative. If you're sick or have been 
in close contact with someone who has COVID-19, the best 
precaution is to stay home to keep your loved ones safe.  

CR-012862    11/20

Find more helpful holiday planning tips at scdhec.gov/holidaytips.  

Adopt one of us and 
become our family

All of the animals featured on this page are located at 2455 Remount Rd., North 
Charleston and are available for adoption. For more information, call 843-747-4849 
or visit www.charlestonanimalsociety.org or www.jaspca.com or e-mail: info@
charlestonanimalsociety.org.

My name is Kitty.  I am 10-year-
old small male domestic 
medium hair mix.

My name is Hopper.  I am a 
2-month-old small female 
domestic shorthair mix.

My name is Maple.  I am a 
4-year-old small female  
domestic shorthair mix.

My name is Porter.  I am a 
9-month-old medium male 
hound mix.

My name is Prissy.  I am a 
4-year-old small female  
Chihuahua mix.

My name is Stella.  I am a 
7-month-old medium female 
retriever mix.
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BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-877-246-7805

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard 
system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 
233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# 
IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*

Exclusive Off er – Redeem By Phone Today!

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF

PLUS!

ADDITIONALLY

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a free 
American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one 
per household. Must be fi rst time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other restrictions and 
for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY,  
Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured � oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home 

Evaluation Will 
Be Scheduled
At Your Earliest 
Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

866-728-0597
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/dinews

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

CAN YOU GUESS THIS WEEK’S PHOTO? 

Send your answer, along with your phone number, to mysterypic@ 
thedanielislandnews.com by noon on Saturday, Dec. 19. The names of the  
winners with the correct response will run in next week’s paper.

MYSTERY CONTEST PHOTO ??

The winner of the Mystery Photo Contest 
is Daniel Island resident Karen Fedder, who 
correctly identified the picture as one of the 

banners on the street lights 
that says “LOVE.” The red 
and green banners bearing 
different messages, such 
as “PEACE” and “JOY,” 
are located along Seven 
Farms Drive and all around 
Daniel Island during the 
holidays. 

Karen, who has lived on Daniel Island 
since 2018, is retired and enjoys walking 
on the island with her dogs. She par-
ticipates nearly each week in the mystery 
photo contest and has a very high accuracy 
rate, so congrats to her keen observations!

CONGRATS TO KAREN 
FEDDER - LAST WEEK’S 
WINNER!

Karen Fedder



DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports 
& On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. CALL 
1-877-378-0180.

The Daniel Island News 
CLASSIFIED AD LINE RATES

$10 Up to 20 words

5¢ Each word after 20

$1 Bold (up to 5 words)

$1 Italics (up to 5 words)

$5 Stroke around the ad

$7 Logo (black & White only)

$7 Picture (black & White only)

$10 Reverse image (black

  background with white text)

To place an ad email:
katherine@thedanielislandnews.com  

or call 843.856.1999

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 1-866-843-
6183. 

TO PLACE A 
CLASSIFIED AD

CALL 843-856-1999

PLACE YOUR AD IN 
97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS

and reach more than 2.1 million readers 
using our small space display ad network

South Carolina
Newspaper Network

Randall Savely   888.727.7377
scnewspapernetwork.com

Statewide or regional buys available

Visit us online @ thedanielislandnews.com

Happy 
Holidays!

from The
Daniel Island News

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-728-0597 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/daniel.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
855-837-7719 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/scan.

GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredict-
able. Be prepared for power outages. 
FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!) Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-844-775-
0366  Special financing for qualified 
customers.

Get your free information kit 
and see if you qualify:

888-604-1701

Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit 

Timeshare Cancellation

VACATION RENTALS 

HELP WANTED  DRIVERS SERVICES

SUDOKU ANSWER

RENTAL PROPERTY

CROSSWORD ANSWER

HELP WANTED

Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to 12 
Mbps Plans Starting at $30/month. 
Our Fastest Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) 
& Unlimited Data Plans Start at $100/
month. Call Viasat today! 1-866-463-
8950.

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the new 
iPhone 11 or Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e ON US with 
AT&T's Buy one, Give One offer. While 
supplies last! CALL 1-855-928-2915 

TV & INTERNET SERVICES
Daniel Island Dermatology seeks 
CMA with good patients skills. Email 
resumes to danielislanddermatology@
gmail.com.

LOCAL ARTIST 
Jan Marvin cre-
ates art that is 
bright and joyful. 
New Samsung 
and iPhone cell 
phone covers and 
tech accessories 
are available at 
JanMarvinArt.com.

JAN MARVIN'S ART OF JOY
CELL PHONE COVERS!

Palmetto Tree & Moon
(colorful) iPhone 11

Call 843.654.9140 
and view properties at 

www.CharlestonRentalProperties.com

Your Key to Charleston Area Living

Furnished Townhomes
7945 H Timber Creek Lane................$1795
2BR/2BA; approx. sqft. 950

Unfurnished Townhomes
43 Amherst Street Unit A...................$1595
2BR/1.5BA; approx. sqft. 826

Furnished Homes
632 W Oak Forest Drive....................$2395
3BR/1BA; approx. sqft. 1100

Unfurnished Homes
812 O'Sullivan Drive...........................$2995
3BR/2BA; approx. sqft. 1695
1966 Old Parsonage Road................$2295
3BR/2BA; approx. sqft. 1400

Unfurnished Condominiums
208 Pickering Lane.............................$1350
2BR/2BA; approx. sqft. 1320
1831 Villa Maison Unit C....................$1495
2BR/2BA; approx. sqft. 1010
3 Hampden Court Unit D....................$1595
2BD/1BA; approx. sqft. 850
1025 Riverland Woods Pl, #116.........$1750
2BR/2BA; approx. sqft. 1060

Your Key to Daniel Island Area Living

Furnished Condominium
260 Seven Farms Drive #303............$2495
2BR/2BA; approx. sqft. 1228

Unfurnished Condominiums
200 River Landing Dr. #D-120...........$2250
3BR/2.5BA; approx. sqft. 1619
200 River Landing Dr. #B-306...........$1885
2BR/2.5BA; approx. sqft. 1613

PUBLISHER'S 
NOTICE

This newspaper is pledged to 
the letter and spirit of the U.S. 
policy for the achievement of 
equal housing opportunity 
throughout the nation. We 
encourage and support 
an affirmative advertising 
and marketing program in 
which there are no barriers 
to obtaining housing. All 
real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or intention 
to make any such preferences, 
limitations or discrimination. 
We will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate 
that is in violation of the law. 

AUCTIONS
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION in 
99 S.C. newspapers for only $375. 
Your 25-word classified ad will reach 
more than 2.1 million readers. Call 
Alanna Ritchie at the S.C. Newspaper 
Network, 1-888-727-7377.

ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER JOBS in 
99 S.C. newspapers for only $375. Your 
25-word classified ad will reach more 
than 2.1 million readers.  Call Alanna 
Ritchie at the S.C. Newspaper Network 
1-888-727-7377. 

ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION 
PROPERTY FOR RENT OR SALE to more 
than 2.1 million S.C. newspaper readers. 
Your 25-word classified ad will appear in 
99 S.C. newspapers for only $375. Call 
Alanna Ritchie at the South Carolina 
Newspaper Network, 1-888-727-7377.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-397-7030 www.dental50
plus.com/60 #6258 

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 
Channels! Add High Speed Internet 
for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today 
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & 
Technology. FREE Installation. Call 
1-877-542-0759 (some restrictions ap-
ply).     

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-877-649-9469.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire 
Today to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today!  844-254-3873.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No 
tanks to refill. No deliveries. The 
All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit: 
833-833-1650. 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-875-
2449. 

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript 
submissions currently being re-
viewed. Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-901-8546 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.com/island.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, 
ONE DAY updates!  We specialize in 
safe bathing.  Grab bars, no slip floor-
ing & seated showers.  Call for a free 
in-home consultation:  844-524-2197

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 855-965-0799.  (M-F 
8am-6pm ET) 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

DIRECTV - Every live football game, 
every Sunday - anywhere - on your 
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-844-624-1107

Daniel Island resident with many years 
of garage door experience.  Services 
offered:  repair or replace your opener, 
replace springs, cables, rollers, or tune 
up your door.  Please call Tim at 203-
525-3904.
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FIVE YEARS AGO TEN YEARS AGOFIFTEEN YEARS AGO 

In the Dec. 15, 2005 is-
sue, the centerfold featured 
the new development on 
Clements Ferry Road. A re-
port from the South Carolina 
Department of Transportation 
indicated that some 52,000 
people travelled along I-526 
and 17,000 people used 
Clements Ferry Road daily. 
The report also indicated the 
area’s population was ex-

pected to boom. Because of these things, there were plans 
in motion for a large “Village” project proposed for the 
526/CFR interchange. The project never came to fruition.

Other news included the leadership of the Daniel Island 
Neighborhood Association changing hands on Dec. 6, 
2005, with Tim Callanan replacing Franklin Medio as 
president, Patrick McDonald replacing Claude Brusse as 
vice president and Patricia Marshall replacing Al Vitalo 
as treasurer. All three outgoing officers declined to run 
for reelection, and all three new officers ran unopposed. 
Secretary Valerie Bautista was reelected.

In the 
Dec. 17, 
2015 issue, 
the cover 
and center-
fold featured 
the Holiday 
Gift Guide. 
Products 
from lo-
cal busi-
nesses were 
spotlighted 
as possible 
ideas for 
gifts.  

In other news, St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church was 
targeting hunger during the holiday season by “feeding the 
multitudes” in the Cainhoy/Huger area. Most Wednesdays, 
the church parking lot off Clements Ferry Road was a 
distribution location for free food to all in need.

In island life, photos from the DI Chanukah celebration 
were published.

Fi f teen,  Ten,  and F ive Years Ago in

 THE DANIEL ISLAND NEWS
In the Dec. 16, 2010 

issue, the ribbon cutting 
of the new Seven Farms 
Village affordable housing 
complex for seniors was 
featured. Celebrating the 
opening, former Mayor 
Riley gave the keynote 
address at the dedication. 
He praised the Humanities 
Foundation for the “beauti-

ful” addition to the Daniel Island community and for the 
organization’s diligence in piecing together necessary fund-
ing to make it a reality.

In other news, Plug In Carolina and Eaton Corp. kicked 
off a statewide tour to mark the deployment of South Caro-
lina’s multi-city Electric Vehicle (EV) charging network. 
The tour began at the state capitol in Columbia, with a rib-
bon cutting ceremony and remarks by then Governor Mark 
Sanford. The implementation of the charging network sup-
ports the variety of new EVs and was made possible by the 
agreement with Eaton to supply and support EV charging 
stations in eight South Carolina cities.

 Dec. 15, 2005
Dec. 16, 2010

Dec. 17, 2015
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514 LESESNE STREET- $1,695,000 
Listed by: Rick Horger

(Richard C. Horger| License #14291)

21 LAFAR STREET - $399,900
 Listed by: Rick Adams

(Richard Adams | License #1117)

147 KING GEORGE STREET - $1,395,000 
Listed by: Rosie Stieby

(Rose M. Stieby | License #83788)

134 ETIWAN PARK STREET - $649,000
 Listed by: The Drake Dollason Team

(Angela Black Drake | License #3186)

HOMESITES STARTING IN THE UPPER 300s
Listed by: Daniel Island Real Estate

101 River Landing Drive  |  843.971.7100  | info@direalestate.com   |  direalestate.com 
© Copyright Daniel Island Real Estate. David Jeff Leonard, Broker-in-Charge. Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Use of some recreational amenities subject to membership and/or other requirements. Availability and pricing subject to change.

Explore Properties on Daniel Island and Beyond
Visit us at direalestate.com

200 RIVER LANDING DRIVE D 210 - $465,999
 Listed by: Rick Vale

(Richard A. Vale | License #29569)

2270 DANIEL ISLAND DRIVE - $424,000 
Listed by: Lola Massoglia

(Lola Massoglia | License #113923)

510 LESESNE STREET - $405,999 
Listed by: Meryl Cromarty & Edie Coupe

(Meryl L. Cromarty | License #7342)

NEW PRICE

7824 FARR STREET - $849,998 
Listed by: Daniel Island Real Estate

UNDER CONTRACT
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