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CANDIDATE Q&A VOTERS SPEAK OUT

Readers share their 
thoughts on the 2020 
election. 
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Candidates answer questions 
on COVID-19, health care, 
racial justice and other hot 
button issues. Pages 18-25
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ELIZABETH BUSH
Early absentee voters wait 
in line to vote at Hanahan 
Library on Monday morning.
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The Daniel Island News has compiled this 2020 Election Guide to help 
our readers get to know their local candidates a little better.

We gave the candidates a chance to answer our questions in their own 
words. Each candidate was given the same questions, same instructions 
and same limit on the length of their response as their opponent.

You can read their responses here:
• Senate: Lindsey Graham & Jaime Harrison, Pages 18-19
• U.S. Representative: Joe Cunningham & Nancy Mace, Pages 20-21
• SC Representative: Jen Gibson & Mark Smith, Pages 22-23
• SC Senate: Larry Grooms & Katherine Whitaker, Page 24
• Solicitor: Ben Pogue & Scarlett Wilson, Page 25

We did not include candidates who were on the ballot unopposed or 
were not in our readership area. Those other races included:
• U.S. Representative: James Clyburn & John McCollum
• S.C. Representative: Joe Jefferson (unopposed)
• Berkeley County Auditor: Janet Brown Jurosko (unopposed)
• Berkeley County Treasurer: Carolyn Umphlett (unopposed)
• Berkeley County Council: Joshua Whitley (unopposed)
• Soil And Water Commission: Lynn B. Curtis II (unopposed)

Voters are reminded that if you are mailing in an absentee ballot, you 
DO need to have a witness signature. Some voters received instructions 
with their ballots that stated witness signatures were not needed; how-
ever, the decision was reversed by the U.S. Supreme Court after many 
absentee ballots had already been sent in the mail by local governments 
to voters.

The Daniel Island News has been providing coverage on the 2020 races, 
voting processes and more for the past several months. In case you 
missed any of those stories, or want a refresher on what candidates 
have been saying in the past, we’ve compiled a list of ICYMI headlines 
you can find in one easy location online at bit.ly/2IEjdHt.

GOING TO THE POLLS VOTER INFORMATION

Election ‘Day’ now election weeks?
ELIZABETH BUSH
beth@thedanielislandnews.com

Krysten Sears was among the first in line on 
Monday on the opening day of absentee voting at 
the Hanahan Library satellite location. It marked the 
first time the Daniel Island resident has cast an early 
ballot in an election.

“It’s exciting!” said Sears. “I’m glad I get to do it.”
In front of her in line were Hanahan residents Kel-

vin Cooper and Bill Bass, who had similar answers 
when asked why they decided to take part.  

“Get it over with quicker,” said Cooper. “Just try-
ing to get it done.”

All three area residents are part of a massive 
stream of early voters who are breaking records 
across the state and nation – both in person and by 
mail. As of Oct. 19, more than 498,000 absentee 
ballots had already been cast in South Carolina, ac-
cording to the South Carolina Election Commission 
(SCEC).

“Based on current trends, more than one million 
voters will vote before election day,” stated a SCEC 
press release. 

Many absentee voters are casting ballots early this 
year using the approved “State of Emergency” reason 
(enacted due to the COVID-19 pandemic). Berkeley 
County numbers are also reflecting state and national 
trends, noted Adam Hammons, director of Berkeley 
County Voter Registration & Elections (BCVRE).

“Absentee has been busy,” stated Hammons on 
Monday. “We did over 6,000 people in person in 
the first two weeks. By mail is also strong; we have 
mailed over 19,000 ballots with over 9,000 of them 
already returned…Turnout/interest is very high, more 
so than in past years. We expected this and have 
planned for it with additional staff and locations for 
absentee.”

According to Hammons, his team has brought in 
approximately 40 additional staff members to help 
this election season. They’ve also recruited a number 
of new poll workers. 

“We feel good about where we are,” he said.
Thus far, no major problems with voting have been 

reported. 
“We have not heard of any widespread issues of 

voters not receiving ballots,” Hammons added. “A 
few with incorrect address information, but that has 
been corrected and resent.”

The Hanahan Library, 1216 Old Murray Court, is 
one of two satellite locations set up by the BCVRE 
office for early in-person voting through Oct. 30. 
The other is at St. Stephen Library, 113 Ravenell 
Drive. Hours for the satellite locations are 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. weekdays and 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Oct. 22 
and 29. Voters may also drop off their voted and 
completed absentee paper ballots (received by mail) 
during these dates and time slots, when BCVRE staff 
members are there to accept them. The main BCVRE 
office at 6 Belt Drive in Moncks Corner is also open 
for voting and absentee ballot drop off. For additional 
information, visit bit.ly/2H5kFCz.

Berkeley County elections officials will also be 
instituting safeguards to prevent the spread of coro-
navirus at all polling sites on Election Day.

“We are preparing for large crowds with instruc-
tion on social distancing and ample PPE for our 
workers,” said Hammons. “We ask voters to be 
patient and to wear a mask; it is not required but 
recommended.”

All voters must present a photo ID to cast ballots. 
If you requested and received a mail-in ballot but 
now decide to vote in person instead, your unvoted 
ballot must be surrendered to the BCVRE office and 
cannot be turned in at the satellite locations. 

To check voting deadlines, track your absentee 
ballot, or confirm your polling location, visit https://
berkeleycountysc.gov/dept/elections/.

Voters turn out to cast early ballots in record numbers

ELIZABETH BUSH
The line of voters at the Hanahan Library stretched 
well outside the building on Monday morning, opening 
day at the new satellite location set up by the Berkeley 
County Voter Registration & Elections Office. 

ABOUT OUR ELECTION COVERAGE

PROVIDED
Not only did the 
Powell family 
cast their ballots 
early last week 
at the Moncks 
Corner office 
of Berkeley 
County Voter 
Registration & 
Elections, but 
they also have 
volunteered 
to work at the 
polls. Pictured 
from left is Sara 
Powell, her hus-
band, Shawn, 
and daughter, 
Grace. 
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Get better, higher quality and authentic customer reviews
Use data-driven reviews to improve your practice's performance
Improve your customer engagement with Loopit's interactive reviews
Align your marketing messages with your customer reviews
Increase your local exposure to more customers in Charleston

Loopit is a SaaS-based business improvement platform purpose-built for the healthcare and wellness industry.  We utilize a
proprietary customer review process - Loopit Reviews - that provides actionable insights to both your practice and to your
customers.  Your future customers will be able to read all of your Loopit Reviews on our website:  www.goloopit.com.

Plus, because you are on a platform with peer healthcare and wellness businesses in Charleston, you will increase your exposure to
more customers. Book a demo today.

E X C L U S I V E L Y  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E  &  W E L L N E S S
P R O V I D E R S  I N  C H A R L E S T O N

For more information or for a demo
please contact:  

Jeff Brady
CEO
jbrady@goloopit.com

Dennis Schimpf, MD
Founder & Chairman
dschimpf@goloopit.com

C U S T O M E R  R E V I E W S
G E T  M O R E  O U T  O F  Y O U R

90 DAYS 

FREE!

USE REFERRAL CODE:

CHS1120

I N T R O D U C I N G

GOLOOPIT .COM
INFO@GOLOOPIT .COM

BOOK Y
OUR

DEM
O N

OW
! 
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OBTAIN THE PROPERTY REPORT REQUIRED BY FEDERAL LAW AND READ IT BEFORE SIGNING ANYTHING. NO FEDERAL OR STATE AGENCY HAS ENDORSED OR JUDGED THE MERITS OR VALUE, IF ANY, OF THE PROPERTY. THIS IS NOT
INTENDED TO BE AN OFFER TO SELL NOR A SOLICITATION OF OFFER TO BUY REAL ESTATE IN ANY JURISDICTION WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. KIAWAH RIVER IS REGISTERED WITH THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF REGISTRATION OF REAL 
ESTATE BROKERS AND SALESMEN, 1000 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02118 AND THE CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU, 1700 G STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20552.  FOR NY RESIDENTS: THE COM-
PLETE OFFERING TERMS FOR THE SALES OF LOTS ARE IN THE CPS-12 APPLICATION AVAILABLE FROM THE SPONSOR, KIAWAH RIVER INVESTMENT (FILE NO. CP19-0037). PENNSYLVANIA PROMOTIONAL PROPERTY LICENSE NUMBER OL001175.

Live Face to Face with Nature
20 MILES OF WATERFRONT .  NEW HOMES AND HOMESITES FROM $600,000

3883 BETSY KERRISON PWKY, JOHNS ISLAND, SC 29455kiawahriver.com TEL: 843-594-2790

What is the primary need in health care 
reform and what action would you take to 
accomplish it?

The best way to 
make health insurance 
and health care more 
affordable and effective 
is to move power out of 
Washington and give it 
back to local communi-
ties. I authored legisla-
tion to send Obamacare 
dollars back to the 
states in block grants. 

In my bill, South Carolina would receive 
a nearly $1 billion increase in health care 
funding because three states currently get a 
disproportionate share of federal money.  

How can the federal government be a 
catalyst for reforms in racial injustice?

The American people responded in a 
positive way to the idea that police reform is 
overdue. They also understand and acknowl-
edge that law enforcement’s interaction with 
minorities needs to change for the better. We 
can accomplish those goals without support-
ing radical proposals like Defund the Police. 
I will never, ever support Defund the Police.

Before the coronavirus, President Trump 
had created the strongest economy in 
decades, and the unemployment rate for 
African Americans was the lowest in history. 
We must continue to push for more forward-
thinking policies like Sen. Tim Scott’s 
Opportunity Zone legislation. These zones 
encourage economic development and job 
creation by the private sector. But additional 
economic opportunities are just one piece 
of the puzzle. Some African Americans are 
stuck in a cycle where a poor educational 
choice is the only option available to their 
children. We ought to provide them better 
access to school choice opportunities.

In your view, how does “opening safely” 
amid COVID-19 look to you and how 
can the federal government assist in that 
transition?

We need to provide funding to hospitals 
as they are seeing an increased workload. 
The best way to ensure personal safety and 
economic recovery is to have a health care 
system people can rely on. We need in-
creased funding for schools to keep teachers 
and students safe. We also need an unem-
ployment system that helps the unemployed 
but does not pay them to make more on 
unemployment than by working. We must 
pass liability protections ensuring businesses 
are not sued for reopening when they follow 
the rules.  

What federal tax reforms would you 
propose to combat the growing deficit?

The sooner we engage in bipartisan 
dialogue to reform entitlements and reshape 
federal spending, the better. I have long 
advocated for bipartisan budget reform. The 

best way to deal with this problem is to put 
together a Simpson-Bowles-like commission 
to make recommendations on ways to reform 
entitlements and save Social Security and 
Medicare from collapse. I would gladly pay 
more into Medicare and take less from Social 
Security to save the system because I have 
the means to do so. I would never ask those 
without the means to make those kinds of 
sacrifices. Younger workers who are decades 
from retirement would have plenty of time to 
adjust to working a little longer.

What else do you think is an issue im-
pacting your constituents and how do you 
propose to make improvements?

Now more than ever before, South Caro-
lina needs a senator with experience and a 
proven track record of conservative suc-
cesses. We must continue the progress we 
have made. As the Chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, I have helped Pres. 
Trump confirm over 200 conservative judges, 
including two Supreme Court justices. 

MEET THE CANDIDATES UNITED STATES SENATE

Lindsey Graham

LINDSEY GRAHAM (R)

COMPILED BY ELIZABETH HORTON
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IT’S TIME FOR REAL LEADERSHIP 
FOR THE LOWCOUNTRY

STATUS QUO IS 
UNACCEPTABLE

FIX OUR ROADS AND 
BRIDGES

INVEST IN CLASSROOMS, 
NOT MORE BUREAUCRACY

HELP SMALL BUSINESSES 
AND LOCAL WORKERS

���

 
STATE HOUSE

VOTEMARKSMITH.COM
Paid for by Vote Mark Smith

What is the primary need in health 
care reform and what action would you 

take to accomplish 
it?

We need to end 
the assault on the 
Affordable Care Act. 
There is a Supreme 
Court case right now 
attempting to repeal 
the law, which could 
pull coverage away 
from nearly 250,000 

South Carolinians and remove protections 
for the more than 900,000 people here with 
pre-existing conditions. 

We must expand Medicaid under the 
Affordable Care Act. This move would pro-
vide nearly 200,000 people with insurance 
and help keep our rural hospitals open, four 

of which have recently closed. We’re one 
of just 12 states still refusing these funds. 

How can the federal government be a 
catalyst for reforms in racial injustice?

For the first time in a long time, people 
across the racial and political spectrums 
are calling for reforms that can help reduce 
police brutality and address the inequalities 
in how police use force. 

For example, we need a national use of 
force standard, and we have to end cash 
bail. Qualified immunity should be a thing 
of the past, along with chokeholds. Laws 
should be put in place so a cop fired for 
violent misconduct in North Carolina can’t 
become an officer in South Carolina.

In your view, how does “opening 
safely” amid COVID-19 look to you and 
how can the federal government assist in 
that transition?

We can’t have a healthy economy with 
an unhealthy population. We need practi-

cal rules in place that will limit COVID’s 
spread and give our economy the certainty 
it needs to open up safely. 

I have called on Gov. McMaster to fol-
low in the footsteps of both Republican 
and Democratic governors throughout the 
country in requiring that masks be worn 
in all public areas. The science is clear: 
Wearing masks is one of the easiest, most 
effective ways to keep people safe and 
safely reopen businesses. 

What federal tax reforms would you 
propose to combat the growing deficit?

Our nation’s debt is not sustainable.
I will start by righting the wrongs in the 

2017 tax bill, like closing corporate loop-
holes and making sure we have a fairer tax 
code that allows us to expand the middle 
class.

The 2017 tax law will cost us more than 
$2 trillion in its first decade, making it 
harder to make investments in healthcare, 
broadband, and education that grow the 

economy for everyone. Over 80 percent of 
its savings will go to the top one percent. 

Large companies now use loopholes to 
avoid federal taxes – the same corporations 
that drive on our roads, use our waterways, 
and employ workers trained in our schools. 
Every American, and every corporation, 
should pay their fair share to build the 
American Dream.

What else do you think is an issue 
impacting your constituents and how do 
you propose to make improvements?

The offshore drilling moratorium re-
cently announced is a good step, but it can 
be rescinded as quickly as it was signed. 

I won’t waver on this: Congress should 
ban offshore drilling. A spill near our 
shores would harm the coastal ecosystems 
that make Daniel Island such a beautiful 
place to grow up. Such an accident would 
destroy a tourism industry that supports 
one in ten South Carolina jobs. It’s not 
worth the risk. 

Jaime Harrison

JAIME HARRISON (D)

MEET THE CANDIDATES UNITED STATES SENATE
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What is the primary need in health 
care reform and what action would 
you take to accomplish it?

For too many 
South Carolin-
ians, our health 
care system is 
complicated, 
expensive, and in 
need of reform. 
I’ve worked with 
Democrats and 
Republicans to 
pass over a dozen 

bipartisan bills that lower the cost of pre-
scription drugs and insurance premiums, 
strengthen coverage, and protect people 
with pre-existing conditions. In the 
middle of a global pandemic, we should 
not be talking about gutting the ACA 
and ripping coverage away from people 
with pre-existing conditions, plans that 
my opponent supports, with no  
replacement. 

 
How can the federal government 

be a catalyst for reforms in racial 
injustice?

While the coronavirus pandemic has 
caused much of our world to slow down 
or stop, it is clear that racism has not. 
The recent deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, 
Breonna Taylor and George Floyd 
demonstrate a complete lack of account-
ability when it comes to the killing of 
Black men and women in our country. 
As a member of Congress, I was proud 
to pass the Justice in Policing Act, bipar-
tisan legislation that would hold police 
accountable, increase transparency, and 
build trust between law enforcement and 
the communities they serve. However, I 
also know we cannot legislate our way 
out of the crisis of racial injustice. As 
White Americans, it is our responsibility 
to listen to and act upon the voices of 
Black Americans who are hurting right 
now and have been asking us to listen 
for decades.

In your view, how does “opening 
safely” amid COVID-19 look to you 
and how can the federal government 

assist in that transition?
We all want to get the economy back 

up and running as quickly and as safely 
as possible. But with the President him-
self contracting COVID-19, it is clear 
that this virus is still a real threat and 
needs to be taken seriously. We cannot 
fully reignite the economy until consum-
ers feel safe enough to participate, which 
requires businesses to be able to safely 
open and stay open. We need a robust 
testing and contract tracing program and 
Congress should provide the necessary 
funding to states like South Carolina 
to make sure that happens. And as the 
brightest minds in the country work 
towards ending this virus, we need to 
make sure they have all the funding they 
need, and any treatment and vaccine is 
safe and accessible to everyone. 

 
What federal tax reforms would 

you propose to combat the growing 
deficit?

For decades, both parties have reck-
lessly run up the national debt and it is 
long past time we got serious about rein-
ing in our out-of-control spending. Get-
ting our fiscal house in order will take 
Democrats and Republicans willing to 
work together and make tough choices. 
I support a balanced budget amendment 
that would force Congress to balance 
its budget each year, just like we expect 
South Carolina families to do. But I 
refuse to balance the budget on the backs 
of seniors by ripping away guaranteed 
social security benefits.

 
Besides the issues present here, 

what else do you think is an issue im-
pacting your constituents and how do 
you propose to make improvements?

Climate change is one of the greatest 
non-military threats facing our nation. 
Here in the Lowcountry, we see the 
effects of climate change every time our 
streets flood, our fishermen find it harder 
to make a living, and our community is 
hit by harsher hurricanes and storms. I 
was proud to support the 100% Clean 
Energy Economy Act, which sets a goal 
of 100% clean energy by 2050. 

MEET THE CANDIDATES U.S. CONGRESS

Joe Cunningham

JOE CUNNINGHAM (D)

What is the primary need in health 
care reform and what action would 
you take to accomplish it?

We need more options and greater flex-
ibility for patients. 
We need the free 
market to truly work 
to lower costs and 
increase quality 
of healthcare. For 
patients, we must 
expand options like 
Association Health 
Plans, increase 
health savings ac-

counts and allow for premiums to be 
covered by them, buy insurance across 
state lines and access to catastrophic 
plans for all ages. I will work on legisla-
tion to repeal burdensome regulations 
that make costs higher for patients. I 
will also work to get the government out 
of the way to increase access and give 
choices to patients while driving down 
prices.

How can the federal government 
be a catalyst for reforms in racial 
injustice?

We must understand and work to 
fix the disparities that exist within our 
education and criminal justice systems. 
Criminal justice reform is a passion of 
mine. And it’s a critical policy area in 
which we saw our U.S. Congress came 
together to get something done via the 
First Step Act. But we also saw action 
here at the state level. On May 20, Gov. 
Henry McMaster signed my prison 
reform bill into law. In Congress, I would 
address this issue the same way I did in 
Columbia — hard work and true  
bipartisanship.

I’ve seen, too, a large driver of 
socioeconomic and racial disparities is 
our education system. School choice is 
the civil rights issue of this generation 
– every parent should have access to a 
school that works for them regardless of 
their zip code, gender, race or ethnicity.

In your view, how does “opening 
safely” amid COVID-19 look to you 

and how can the federal government 
assist in that transition?

When COVID-19 first hit South 
Carolina, I released several policy ideas 
that provided targeted help to the people 
of South Carolina. First and foremost, 
amidst a pandemic, our governments 
must follow the science and be in the 
best possible decision to make data-
driven decisions. This requires rigorous 
testing. We must empower people to 
make the best decisions for themselves 
and their families – not enforce man-
dates that tear us apart. As someone who 
had coronavirus, I can tell you, it’s very 
serious. I urge everybody to wear their 
masks, stay safe, vigilant, and healthy.

What federal tax reforms would 
you propose to combat the growing 
deficit?

I embrace the recent tax cuts, and 
would continue to fight for lower taxes 
in a simpler, fairer system for all. I have 
never voted for a tax increase and never 
will. In order to balance the budget in 
five years, I support the Penny Plan 
that would require our government to 
spend one penny – just one penny – less 
the following year for every dollar the 
government spends. Our debt ham-
strings our seniors, kids, and families, 
and the only solutions coming out of 
DC to manage the debt? Tax increases. 
To restore sanity in our government’s 
budgeting system, and to restore trust in 
government, it’s time to tackle Washing-
ton DC’s spending issue.

What else do you think is an issue 
impacting your constituents and how 
do you propose to make improve-
ments?

As a state lawmaker, I fought against 
spending increases and held the line on 
needless spending – even when my party 
was the one trying to spend too much. 
It is critically important that DC gets its 
house in order and its budget in check. 
I’m also a supporter of a fairer, flatter, 
simpler tax system that means no more 
IRS and no more guessing how much 
you owe the government.

Nancy Mace

NANCY MACE (R)

To schedule an appointment, call 843-936-5951

Services/Interests:

With Over 31 years of Vascular Experience, Dr. Morrison and his team are focused 
on compassionate care that is tailored to each individual. We are committed to 
providing Mt. Pleasant and the surrounding areas outstanding vascular care.

   Non-Invasive Vascular   
Testing (In-O   ce Advanced 
Ultrasound Lab)

   Aorta Aneurysm Surveillance  
and Repair

   Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD), 
Claudication/Leg Pain

   Endovascular Surgery
   Extracranial Surveillance (Carotid, 
Vertebral, Subclavian Stenosis)

   Lower extremity bypass
   Lymphatic and venous disease
   Long-term management of  
vascular disease

   Mesenteric Artery Disease/
Abdominal Pain

   Renal artery disease
   Critical Limb Salvage 
   Stroke/TIA Management
   Renal artery angioplasty
   Varicose Veins: In-o   ce minimally 
invasive procedures

   Vein Disorders (DVT, Varicose Veins, 
Pelvic Congestion Syndrome)

   Upper and lower extremity arterial 
occlusive disease

   Dialysis access creation and 
Surveillance (New! Minimally invasive 
Fistula Access Creation technology)

   Diabetic Foot Management
   Ulcer/Wound Care Management

At East Cooper Vascular Surgery, our team 
is devoted to you and your vascular health.

We are accepting new patients. Same day appointments available. 

Edward Morrison, MD Brandy Price, PA-C
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SENATOR 
LINDSEY 
GRAHAM

A leader who 
stands up for us. 
From fighting for our 
jobs to protecting 
our values, he has 
a proven record of 
getting results for 
South Carolina.

Fighting COVID-19 & 
Restarting our Economy

Rebuilding our Military

Upgrading the Port 
of Charleston, our 
Economic Engine for 
S.C. Jobs

Providing VA Choice for 
Veterans

Cutting Taxes for S.C. 
Families

Holding China 
Accountable

Absentee Voting has begun! 
Visit AbsenteeSC.com for voting locations and details.

Paid for by Team Graham, Inc.

THE LEADER WHO GETS THINGS DONE.

How can the state government be a catalyst 
for reforms in racial injustice?

When racial bias is 
present in the education, 
health care, or criminal 
justice system, it impacts 
people of color’s ability 
to thrive and negatively 
impacts society. Legisla-
tion requiring indepen-
dent audits with recom-
mendations to reduce 

discriminatory bias would help our community 
prioritize reforms to improve racial justice across 
all institutions. 

Passing the hate crime law in South Carolina 
introduced by Wendell Gailliard would send a 
powerful message that we will not tolerate racial 
injustice in our state. 

In your view, how does “opening safely” 
amid COVID-19 look to you and how can the 

state government assist in that transition?
My mom hasn’t gone out to eat or enjoyed 

a day of shopping because she is afraid. Until 
we feel safe, businesses won’t thrive. The state 
legislature can help by removing unnecessary 
barriers that prevent businesses from getting 
creative in delivering their goods and services 
to their customers. We can support public health 
measures proven to be effective and low cost 
like masks and social distancing. DHEC should 
use the data they collect to combat the spread in 
communities with higher transmission rates and 
avoid restricting commerce in low-risk areas. 
Access to fast, reliable testing and contact trac-
ing are critical. We must provide more resources 
to schools to safely operate and allow parents to 
return to work.

 
COVID-19 shined a very bright light on the 

educational disparities across the country and 
in our backyard. What issue is the top of list 
of education reform in your opinion?

Funding. Until we figure out how to collect 
and distribute resources to every school equitably, 
we cannot reform our education system. First, 

we must structurally reform how we raise the 
revenue that funds our public schools. Second, we 
need to focus our spending on proven curriculum, 
programs, and technology that improve student 
outcomes and improve teacher retention and 
recruitment. Third, we need to budget for support 
services like nurses, mental and behavioral health 
counselors, and speech and language therapists 
to support teachers and students. Last, we need 
to invest in technical programs for jobs that do 
not require a degree but require a skill. Reliable 
funding is the only way to guarantee we can meet 
these commitments. It is time to abolish Act 388 
because the one-cent sales tax isn’t working. 

Employment and job creation was an issue 
even before the pandemic, as well as a liv-
able minimum wage. Beyond “reopening the 
economy” how do you plan to address these 
issues?

Before the pandemic, our employment num-
bers did not tell the whole story. While jobs were 
plentiful, there was a disparity between the skills 
required for jobs that paid a living wage and the 
skills people had. Our legislature can expand 

high school curriculums and technical college 
apprenticeship programs to train people for 
skilled jobs that do not require a two or four-year 
college degree.   

To recruit more companies that will create 
higher-paying jobs, we need to offer more than 
tax incentives. Major companies need to see im-
proved workforce readiness, higher quality public 
schools, better infrastructure development, and 
lower energy costs to consider the Lowcountry.

What else do you think is an issue impact-
ing your constituents and how do you propose 
to make improvements?

We don’t spend enough time talking about 
how we will protect the foundation of our quality 
of life in the Lowcountry. The air we breathe, 
the water we play in, the marshes that sustain 
our food must be protected from businesses that 
prioritize profits over preservation. We must hold 
those enterprises accountable that would harm 
our natural resources. When corporate respon-
sibility fails to protect what belongs to all of us, 
the state government should step in to create 
policies that prevent, penalize, and restore. 

MEET THE CANDIDATES STATE HOUSE DISTRICT 99

Jen Gibson

JEN GIBSON (D)
COMPILED BY ELIZABETH HORTON
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Born and raised in Orangeburg through grinding 
poverty, Jaime was first in his family to go to 

college but never forgot his roots.

Vote Jaime Harrison for Senate 
By Mail, Now Early in Person or At Your Polling Place on November 3rd Paid for by Jaime Harrison for U.S. Senate

www.JaimeHarrison.com 

After college, he came back home to give 
back. He taught at his old high school and 
helped lead a nonprofit to help other kids 
go to college. Jaime’s lifetime has always 
been firmly guided by our South Carolina 
values, and as our Senator, he will always 
put country over party.

How can the state government be a catalyst 
for reforms in racial injustice? 

One of the core func-
tions of government is 
protecting its citizens. 
Legislators should have 
frequent, open, direct, and 
accountable lines of com-
munications and support 
with state law enforce-
ment agencies.

We should closely 
examine recruitment, equipment, retention, and 
training and encourage continuous improvement. 
Working together, we can reduce and hopefully 
eliminate racial bias while ensuring law and order.

 
In your view, how does “opening safely” 

amid COVID-19 look to you and how can the 
state government assist in that transition?

Some Lowcountry businesses have reopened 
following the pandemic shutdown, but many 

owners and employees are still suffering.
How each business “opens safely” is 

different; unfortunately, there is no one-size-fits-
all formula, but basic hygiene practices should 
be universal. These include frequent washing of 
hands, using hand sanitizer, wearing masks, and 
maintaining proper social distance.

If businesses refuse to meet patrons’ safety 
expectations, they run the risk of not staying in 
business. It’s that simple.

I’m grateful to our federal leaders for taking 
swift action to bolster small businesses early in 
the pandemic. State leaders also moved quickly 
to reduce silly regulations on restaurants, for 
example. Now it’s easier to pick up our favorite 
foods and beverages curbside.

 
COVID-19 shined a very bright light on the 

educational disparities across the country and 
in our backyard. What issue is the top of the 
list of education reform in your opinion?

Every child deserves a quality education 
regardless of their zip code. Unfortunately, this 
has not happened in recent South Carolina history. 
Our school funding formulas are archaic and 
promote disparity. Let’s get more funding into 

classrooms for students to learn and teach-
ers to teach. It’s wrong that some districts 

have iPads and others only have old-fashioned 
chalkboards.

The ongoing pandemic has proven that every 
child learns differently. I strongly believe that 
every school district should offer an in-person op-
tion. Otherwise, the pandemic’s disproportionate 
economic impacts on single and working parents 
will continue.

Finally, I’m glad the State Legislature has 
recently taken action on rural broadband. Many 
families and children still do not have access 
to high-speed internet, making virtual learning 
almost impossible.

 
Employment and job creation was an issue 

even before the pandemic, as well as a liv-
able minimum wage. Beyond “reopening the 
economy,” how do you plan to address these 
issues?

The Lowcountry is now a global leader in 
manufacturing, hospitality, and conservation. 
Demand for jobs following the pandemic will be 
strong, but our residents need job training and 
housing. We can do these things while preserving 

quality of life.
If elected, I’ll encourage collaboration be-

tween state and local leaders on how to improve 
workforce readiness. Career academies, voca-
tional training, and youth apprentice programs 
are proven ways to grow household income and 
increase economic mobility.

 
What else do you think is an issue impacting 

your constituents, and how do you propose to 
make improvements?

State government must serve as a partner rather 
than a hindrance. I will challenge the status quo 
“business as usual” attitude in Columbia. I will 
also bring local and regional leaders to the table to 
support a long-term vision on jobs, education, and 
infrastructure.

Despite some bright spots, our roads and 
bridges have been ignored for far too long. 
Fighting for infrastructure improvements must 
be a top priority for our next State Representa-
tive. We need functional and wider roads. We 
need better public transportation options and 
affordable housing. For far too long, funds that 
should have been allocated to projects here on 
the coast end up elsewhere.

MEET THE CANDIDATES STATE HOUSE DISTRICT 99

Mark Smith

MARK SMITH (R)
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How can the state government be a 
catalyst for reforms in racial injustice?

Almost every law 
or regulation has an 
impact on liberty and 
equal protection. To 
truly be “one nation 
under God with liberty 
and justice for all,” our 
leaders must under-
stand and respect how 
certain fundamental 
principles underpin 

our republic. Leaders must be diligent in 
their actions to ensure government policies 
promote and protect liberty and justice for 
all people. This requires constant self-
examination and correction. However, you 
cannot promote or privilege one group 
without diminishing others. We should strive 
for equal protections and not be afraid to act 
when anyone is denied justice or denied the 
freedom to live their lives without fear.    

In your view, how does “opening safely” 
amid COVID-19 look to you and how  
can the state government assist in that 
transition?

After the Governor’s first state of emer-
gency declaration in March 2020, extraor-
dinary executive orders were imposed on 
business, industry, and the general public. 
All aspects of our economy were impacted. 
Some of these orders had a scientific basis 
and others were contradictory and had little 
to do with COVID-19. Some orders declared 
liquor stores essential, closed boat landings 
and parks, and banned parking in beach 
front communities. 

Extortionary executive powers were never 
intended to last indefinitely. The constitution 
allows them to exist for only 15 days, but in 
an attempt to circumvent the constitution, 
new states of emergency have been declared 
every 15 days since the first one was issued. 

“Getting back to business” and “open-
ing safely” means ending these states of 
emergency and updating our state’s health 
and safety regulations to account for the 
challenges of living with COVID-19.  

COVID-19 shined a very bright light 

on the educational disparities across the 
country and in our backyard. What issue 
is the top of list of education reform in 
your opinion?

The Legislature must make good on 
promises to increase teacher pay. Teachers 
have adapted to virtual and social distant 
learning models without proper training or 
support. Many have worked in areas that 
failed to meet CDC minimum guidelines. 
And during these most trying and uncertain 
times, our teachers were still expected to 
have their students prepared to take overbur-
densome and unnecessary standardized tests. 
Our teachers deserve more respect.

Public education in our state continues to 
fall short of what it could be. Parents should 
be empowered with multiple educational 
choices. All children deserve to have access 
to high quality educational options. 

 
Employment and job creation was an 

issue even before the pandemic, as well as 
a livable minimum wage. Beyond “re-
opening the economy” how do you plan to 
address these issues?

The best social program is a good job. 
My business background and expertise in 
finance has served me well when negotiat-
ing to bring world class jobs that pay world 
class salaries to our area. I am proud to have 
been on the team that successfully recruited 
companies like Boeing, Google, Volvo, 
Mercedes, and TBC to the area. Upward 
pressure for all area wages is increased 
when new higher paying jobs come to our 
community.

What else do you think is an issue im-
pacting your constituents and how do you 
propose to make improvements?

It has always been about helping others 
and because of my experience and seniority, 
I am the only Lowcountry legislator with a 
seat at the state leadership table. As a senior 
member of the SC Senate with leadership 
responsibilities on the Finance Commit-
tee and as chairman of the Transportation 
Committee, I set the funding priorities for 
all Charleston area-institutions and projects, 
I exercise oversight for port operations, I 
oversee the development of SCDOT priori-
ties and projects, and my imprint can be 
found on all major legislation that becomes 
law. 

MEET THE CANDIDATES STATE SENATE DISTRICT 37

Larry Grooms

LARRY GROOMS (R)

How can the state government be a 
catalyst for reforms in racial injustice?

It starts by having 
leaders who recognize 
the challenges and 
will prioritize equal 
justice, including 
policies that reduce 
inequities. I have 
attended the YWCA’s 
racial equity institute, 
Goodwill’s poverty 
simulation training, 

and Trident United Way’s health dispar-
ity roundtables to understand many of the 
persistent problems in our underserved 
communities. I’ll vote for a hate crimes bill. 
I’ll support legislation to make sure body 
cameras are used consistently. Instead of de-
funding the police, I’ll support investing in 
training and community policing to enhance 
public safety. And I’ll work every day for 
equalizing opportunity through education 
and workforce development. 

In your view, how does “opening 
safely” amid COVID-19 look to you and 
how can the state government assist in 
that transition?

We need to both protect public health and 
support small businesses. South Carolina 
is, for all intents and purposes, reopened. 
Unfortunately, many of our state’s top in-
dustries – including aerospace and hospital-
ity, to name two – will not thrive again until 
people feel safe and comfortable traveling 
and gathering in-person. 

In order to reach that point, the public 
health risk has to be reasonably mitigated, 
which requires testing that is frequent, fast, 
cheap, and easy. Increasing rapid testing 
would allow us to switch from testing infec-
tions to testing if someone is infectious – in 
minutes, not days. State government must 
encourage adherence to medical and scien-
tific guidance. 

COVID-19 shined a very bright light 
on the educational disparities across the 
country and in our backyard. What issue 
is the top of list of education reform in 
your opinion?

In the short-term, as virtual school contin-
ues to be a primary way of educating, we 
have to bridge the digital divide and get 
internet to every home in South Carolina. 

In the long-term, we must focus on 
kindergarten readiness. We know that 90% 
of brain development occurs within the first 
five years of life, yet nearly 90% of public 
investment in children occurs after age 
five. We, as a state, need to invest more in 
the 0-5 years. One sensible solution is the 
school readiness tax credit. This legislation 
would be modeled after a program in Loui-
siana that is one of the most cost-effective 
and successful policies in supporting child 
care. 

Employment and job creation was an 
issue even before the pandemic, as well 
as a livable minimum wage. Beyond “re-
opening the economy” how do you plan 
to address these issues?

Having a job that pays a livable wage is 
foundational to the American Dream, and 
having good job opportunities is increas-
ingly important as we seek to retain our 
talented youth in the tri-county region. 

Additionally, the pandemic has been 
absolutely brutal on working women, and 
they are leaving the workforce at an alarm-
ing rate. I fear we have set women of my 
generation back in our progress, as we have 
borne the burden of virtual schooling and 
limited childcare options. Prioritizing early 
education and incentivizing employers to 
offer flexible work arrangements are issues I 
would address.  

What else do you think is an issue im-
pacting your constituents and how do you 
propose to make improvements?

Roads and traffic. As we all learned when 
the Wando Bridge shut down for emergency 
repairs, our three-county region’s traffic 
congestion is a major problem. Investments 
in transportation infrastructure and housing 
haven’t kept up with our region’s popula-
tion growth. It affects our quality of life and 
our economic productivity. One sensible 
solution is to streamline the process for road 
construction. The current time from permit-
ting to funding to construction is too long, 
and as a result, we are always playing catch 
up rather than proactively planning for our 
transportation needs.

Kathryn Whitaker

KATHRYN WHITAKER (D)

COMPILED BY ELIZABETH HORTON
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Tell our readers about your experience in trying criminal law cases as either a 
prosecutor or defense attorney. 

I’m not a career politician or a career criminal attorney. I’ve 
got the independence we need for real reform now – justice 
that’s free from influence, and accessible to all. After I serve — 
at most two terms — I will return to a law practice that doesn’t 
profit from decisions or deals made while in office. 

I’ve tried cases with up to $100 million on the line; yet I’m 
not a criminal attorney whose career has been embroiled in 
those deals that create conflicts of interest, and I never have 
been. 

Currently, 97% of criminal cases are not tried. They’re re-
solved by plea deals that are not transparent, often attributed to 

wealth and “connections.” That’s why the community doesn’t trust the current system, 
where drunk drivers are let back on the road, and abusers are let back in the house. 

I don’t solicit donations or endorsements from criminal attorneys, law enforcement, 
or victims of crime. Doing so creates transactional justice – justice of favors. I will be 
an independent voice of the community that delivers justice as its own reward. 

What do you think is the Solicitor’s responsibility in the move for racial justice 
reform and how would you plan to deal with the problems? 

Racial inequity in our justice system is a crisis. It destroys trust. Not everyone be-
lieves they’ll be treated the same. Our justice system depends on trust – paving the way 
for better reporting, investigations, and accurate prosecutions that keep our communi-
ties safe. Without a Solicitor’s office that reflects the diversity of our entire community, 
the community will not trust the justice system. 

We’ll hire a more diverse prosecutorial staff that reflects the diversity of the 9th 
Circuit. We’ll engage African American jurors and stop striking them at disparate rates 
from White jurors. Prosecutors will engage communities of color in listening sessions. 
We will conduct a transparent racial bias audit that involves the community, and moves 
us forward together. 

Tell our readers about your experience in managing a legal team such as the 
Solicitor’s Department. How would your management style be a benefit? 

I’m a small business owner; I serve on multiple boards; I’ve led and managed multi-
million dollar complex personal and corporate litigation cases. I’m a mediator skilled 
at bringing people together with common purpose and solutions. I’ll create a more 
efficient and inclusive culture. 

Our primary impediment to justice is the lack of trust in the justice system. It’s why 
a skilled mediator who understands partnership and trust-building is needed. I’ll set up 
a mentoring and training structure that develops mutual respect and hones everyone’s 
skills. A more diverse staff will create better solutions and more innovation. Our suc-
cess is rooted in purpose and trusting relationships; I can deliver that. 

What other issue do you think is the most important facing the department and 
how are you planning to address it? 

Domestic violence response must be overhauled. Despite being one of the lowest re-
ported crimes, domestic violence is interwoven with every other violent behavior that 
threatens communities. Enduring or witnessing abuse is a major factor in children of-
fending as adults. Victims don’t trust the system to validate their experience or deliver 
results that keep them safe. We need improved training of prosecutors, better policies 
to handle reporting that validates victims, and real advocacy.

MEET THE CANDIDATES 9TH CIRCUIT SOLICITOR’S OFFICE

Ben Pogue

BEN POGUE (D)

Tell our readers about your experience in trying criminal law cases as either a 
prosecutor or defense attorney.  

The Anthony Mann case was a challenging trial. Working 
with one victim’s mother, Barbara Tobias, was a journey that 
helped me see the concerns that African Americans have, es-
pecially when victims of crime at the hands of a White person 
in the deep South. Earning her trust greatly impacted me and 
served our office well. The Marley Lion case was another 
where the conviction came through methodical strategy and 
teamwork. We convicted the triggerman who shot the sleeping 
teenager and solved other crimes, too. We hustled to show cir-
cumstantial evidence can be powerful in the Ronald Coulter/
Edwina Simms “no body” case. Hard work led to convictions 

and finding Ms. Simms’ remains. Searching for her in the woods and hearing, “we 
found her” was chilling. Making the call to her family was tough, but important 
for them: Without finding her, her children might have had doubts and thought she 
simply left them. That experience gave me great insight for later cases like Berkeley’s 
Jerald Howard and Charleston’s Bob McCaffrey.  

What do you think is the Solicitor’s responsibility in the move for racial jus-
tice reform and how would you plan to deal with the problems?

My role is to lead. This work isn’t “new” to us. We welcome those who are now 
working for change. Bias affects institutions in every corner of our country. I would 
be naïve to think our office is immune so we began working on these issues years 
ago. We’ve provided training to raise awareness of diversity, implicit/unconscious 
bias and institutional racism. Education is key and we will continue providing that 
education. Creating a culture where racism and bias are unacceptable is priority.  

We collect data surrounding our decisions so that we have objective information to 
determine whether patterns indicate bias. Most prosecutors’ offices across the country 
do not. We began this process in 2015 and are working with experts from universities 
across America to analyze patterns and to bring transparency. My transparency initia-
tive will ensure accountability of the Solicitor’s office well beyond my tenure. 

Tell our readers about your experience in managing a legal team such as the 
Solicitor’s Department. How would your management style be a benefit?

I bring credibility to the legal team and our community. They know I have years 
as a federal prosecutor and a line state prosecutor and that I’ve argued cases before 
our appellate courts.  “Real experience” and “real leadership” defines me. My cred-
ibility builds the trust it takes to manage many lawyers. I’ve proven to my team that 
they can count on me to stand up for them and beside them during tough situations. 
I’m not a micro-manager but I’m here to guide them. They trust the cadre of highly 
regarded senior attorneys I’ve put in place. The trust and credibility that I’ve earned 
is critical during challenging times.  

What other issue do you think is the most important facing the department 
and how are you planning to address it? 

A serious budget crisis is looming in our state and county governments. It will be 
evident in this upcoming budget cycle especially with the backlog exacerbated by 
COVID-19 – a perfect storm that calls for precision that only experience brings. I 
managed the great recession with great results, and I can manage the crisis ahead. I 
will smartly manage attrition and lapsed salaries, target cuts with precision and find-
ing creative ways to meet state training requirements.

Scarlett Wilson

SCARLETT WILSON (R)

COMPILED BY BOOTS GIFFORD
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Are you concerned about your safety amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic as you go to the polls?

DI News’ reader opinion poll results
The Daniel Island News "Readers Say" Survey - Election Special Report

1 / 1

29.35% 27

19.57% 18

27.17% 25

23.91% 22

0.00% 0

Q1 Are you concerned about your safety amid the COVID-19 pandemic as
you go to the polls?

Answered: 92 Skipped: 2

TOTAL 92

No, and I’ll voteNo, and I’ll voteNo, and I’ll voteNo, and I’ll voteNo, and I’ll vote
in personin personin personin personin person

SlightlySlightlySlightlySlightlySlightly
concerned, butconcerned, butconcerned, butconcerned, butconcerned, but
still voting instill voting instill voting instill voting instill voting in

SlightlySlightlySlightlySlightlySlightly
concerned, soconcerned, soconcerned, soconcerned, soconcerned, so
voting early orvoting early orvoting early orvoting early orvoting early or

b tb tb

Very concerned, soVery concerned, soVery concerned, soVery concerned, soVery concerned, so
voting by mailvoting by mailvoting by mailvoting by mailvoting by mail

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

No, and I’ll vote in person

Slightly concerned, but still voting in person

Slightly concerned, so voting early or absentee

Very concerned, so voting by mail

I won’t be voting
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Learn your fellow readers’ opinions about the issues on their minds as they prepare to vote in the 2020 general election. Here’s what readers told us:

The Daniel Island News "Readers Say" Survey - Election Special Report
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24.47% 23

2.13% 2

32.98% 31

9.57% 9

22.34% 21

8.51% 8

Q3 Specific to South Carolina, there are several issues that are at the top
of voters’ minds, but which one of the following is the most important to

you on the state/local level. (Please pick only one.)
Answered: 94 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 94

InfrastructureInfrastructureInfrastructureInfrastructureInfrastructure

TransportationTransportationTransportationTransportationTransportation

Growth &Growth &Growth &Growth &Growth &
DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment

TaxesTaxesTaxesTaxesTaxes

EducationEducationEducationEducationEducation

Other (pleaseOther (pleaseOther (pleaseOther (pleaseOther (please
specify)specify)specify)specify)specify)

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Infrastructure

Transportation

Growth & Development

Taxes

Education

Other (please specify)

Specific to South Carolina, there are several issues that are at the 
top of voters’ minds, but which one of the following is the most 
important to you on the state/local level. (Please pick only one.)

Age 60+      39%
Age 50-59   18%
Age 40-49   29%
Age 25-39   12%
Age 18-24   1%
Too young to vote, 
but I still care. 1%

How long do you think it will take to finalize 
results, especially for the presidential election?

Infrastructure 25%
Transportation 2%
Growth & Development 33%
Taxes 10%
Education 22%
Other 8%

COMMENTS: 
• Environment and that includes 
flooding, infrastructure, public 
transportation, port traffic (boat 
and truck) and exhaust
• Offshore drilling
• STOPPING ridiculous growth 
and development; overbuilding

No, and I’ll 
vote in person 
29%

Slightly 
concerned, so 
voting early or 
absentee 27%

Slightly con-
cerned, but 
still voting in 
person 20%

Very concerned, so 
voting by mail 24%

• I stay within my party for all can-
didates. 22%
• I lean towards my party, but will 
vote for some other candidates. 54%
• I vote independently and party  
affiliations don’t matter. 24%

The Daniel Island News "Readers Say" Survey - Election Special Report
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22.34% 21

54.26% 51

23.40% 22

Q4 Do you vote along party lines or do you cross party lines?
Answered: 94 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 94

I stay within myI stay within myI stay within myI stay within myI stay within my
party for allparty for allparty for allparty for allparty for all
candidates.candidates.candidates.candidates.candidates.

I lean towards myI lean towards myI lean towards myI lean towards myI lean towards my
party, but willparty, but willparty, but willparty, but willparty, but will
vote for some othervote for some othervote for some othervote for some othervote for some other

I voteI voteI voteI voteI vote
independently andindependently andindependently andindependently andindependently and
party affiliationsparty affiliationsparty affiliationsparty affiliationsparty affiliations
don’t matter.don’t matter.don’t matter.don’t matter.don’t matter.

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

I stay within my party for all candidates.

I lean towards my party, but will vote for some other candidates.

I vote independently and party affiliations don’t matter.

Do you vote along party lines or do you 
cross party lines?

The Daniel Island News "Readers Say" Survey - Election Special Report
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15.22% 14

14.13% 13

41.30% 38

20.65% 19

8.70% 8

Q5 How long do you think it will take to finalize results, especially for the
presidential election?

Answered: 92 Skipped: 2

TOTAL 92

We’ll knowWe’ll knowWe’ll knowWe’ll knowWe’ll know
election night.election night.election night.election night.election night.

We’ll know the dayWe’ll know the dayWe’ll know the dayWe’ll know the dayWe’ll know the day
after the election.after the election.after the election.after the election.after the election.

We’ll know withinWe’ll know withinWe’ll know withinWe’ll know withinWe’ll know within
a week.a week.a week.a week.a week.

It will take weeksIt will take weeksIt will take weeksIt will take weeksIt will take weeks
for a finalfor a finalfor a finalfor a finalfor a final
decision.decision.decision.decision.decision.

The battle willThe battle willThe battle willThe battle willThe battle will
continue into thecontinue into thecontinue into thecontinue into thecontinue into the
new year.new year.new year.new year.new year.

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

We’ll know election night.

We’ll know the day after the election.

We’ll know within a week.

It will take weeks for a final decision.

The battle will continue into the new year.

We’ll know election night. 15%
We’ll know the day after the election. 
14%
We’ll know within a week. 41%
It will take weeks for a final decision. 
21%
The battle will continue into the new year. 
9%

The Daniel Island News "Readers Say" Survey - Election Special Report
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39.36% 37

18.09% 17

28.72% 27

11.70% 11

1.06% 1

1.06% 1

Q6 We’d like to get a feeling for the age demographics for our
respondents, so please select an age category.

Answered: 94 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 94

Age 60+

Age 50-59

Age 40-49

Age 25-39

Age 18-24

Too young to
vote, but I...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Age 60+

Age 50-59

Age 40-49

Age 25-39

Age 18-24

Too young to vote, but I still care.

Who are our 
respondents?
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